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From the Editor

CONTENTS

To prepare an issue of the Visitor in observance of the Centennial Annual
Conference is an exciting task. We hope this excitement is evident to our
readers. To the regular sixteen page issue has been added an additional eight
pages in honor of the Centennial. Since this is also the issue for the Missions
Directory it is somewhat larger than usual.
It seemed highly appropriate to include in this issue "a word" from the
Moderator of the General Conference. These words from Bishop C. B. Byers
appear where the editorial normally appears. We have not included an
editorial as such in this issue—what editorializing takes place will be in this
column.
The emphasis for the Centennial Conference is Doctrine. It is to this that
Dr. Alderfer speaks in the conference sermon—entitled "Living Doctrine." It
will be unfortunate if our emphasis upon doctrine at this significant milepost
in our denomination's life is interpreted as primarily an attack on heresy and
an emphasis on orthodoxy. Correct ideas about God are important but are no
substitute for a correct relationship to Him. Correct ideas about the scriptures
are no substitute for obedience to them. Truth held in the head is no
substitute for it being written upon the heart.
Dr. Alderfer calls us to articulate the great truths of the Christian faith not
primarily in word but in life—the Word must be made flesh.
We turned to our Church Archivist to share some of the significance of the
General Conference in the life of the denomination. Many of us see the
annual conference as primarily an occasion for fellowship and this has given
unity to the church and added meaning to the word "Brethren." The
significance, as Dr. Wittlinger points out, resided not alone in the spirit of
fellowship but in brethren searching and sharing together in the business
sessions in an effort to learn the meaning of the scriptures and the mind of
the Spirit. The past one hundred years have seen awesome changes in our
world and major changes within the church. The changes without were faced
and the changes within were wrestled with on the floor of the annual
conference. Dr. Wittlinger selects several issues which the church faced at the
close of the nineteenth century and briefly and interestingly takes us on a
visit to those crucial conferences.
Dr. Wittlinger's "visit" to those past conferences was as a historian. We
wanted to attend as a participant—and on whom else could we call than our
"beloved brother" E. J. Swalm. His love for the church and the annual
conference; his incredible memory; and his keen observance made him an
obvious choice to write on the human side of the conferences—"Memoirs of
General Conference—Significant and Otherwise." The editor assumes responsibility for the title which I have a feeling the writer would not have chosen.
Perhaps he believes that there is nothing that happens in an annual session of
the General Conference that is "otherwise." Everything is significant in its
own way.
The writer of "Orthodox in Head and Heart" shares a concern as old as the
New Testament and one that is crucial to the understanding of the Brethren
in Christ. Truth and doing are inexorably bound together in the scriptures.
(Continued on page twenty-one)

COVER: One hundred years and twenty four hundred miles separate the conference of
1871 and the one of 1970.
The Minutes of the "Council of 1871" state "Held at John Mohlier's [sic] in Stark
Co., Ohio, April 20th and 21st."
The years which have elapsed have resulted in a degree of uncertainty as to the exact
location of the Mohler homestead. As near as we have determined, the house pictured on
the cover, located at 2511 Kenyon N.W., Massillon, Ohio, is oris on the site of the 1871
Conference. The barn on the location has been torn down and a house is being built
where it once stood (note the excavation in the photograph).
Although uncertain as to the exact site, certain we may be that in a modest homestead
without the accouterments we identify with churchly architecture the brethren met to
search and to share; and returned to their homes to serve.
(We are deeply indebted to Merle Brubaker, pastor of the Amherst Church, Massillon,
Ohio, for research far beyond the call of duty in an effort to locate the site and verify
the facts relative to the Mohler home. Photographs are by Joseph Ashroft, Canal Fulton,
Ohio.)
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The Centennial Conference
C. B. Byers
establish the Christian church in many lands.
Church buildings were erected when homes no
longer served the purpose for worship. Concern for
Is there anything significantly different about a
our world was expressed in the missionary move"CENTENNIAL CONFERENCE"?
ment that started at the close of the last century.
For one hundred years the Brethren in Christ
The need for Christian education gripped the
officials and delegates ("apostles and elders") have
brethren early in this present century. The past
come together annually "to consider . . . these matrecord reveals that in conference, issues were faced
ters," questions and issues which are vital to the
and decisions were reached and action was taken to
growth and development of the church. It must be
keep the church related to the times and to keep
understood that our church fathers did have
her from isolation and stagnation.
certain times of coming together for council during
So we, assembled in this one hundredth annual
the first hundred years of our church history, but
General
Conference, follow the pattern established
for some reason one hundred years ago they were
by
the
fathers
and we dare do no less than "think
moved to establish the Annual General Conference.
soberly" concerning the issues of the day and then
A look at the record gives evidence that the
by prayer and planning keep the program of the
brethren, a century ago, were faced with certain
church alive and vital so that it will continue to be
problems that go with church growth, caused
"salt to the earth" and "light to the world."
largely, by the then opening of new frontiers which
As every other conference has faced the issues of
brought the church into confrontation with new
the day, so we face the issues of our day and if we
communities. So they came together annually to
are courageous enough, to honestly face such
consider the work of the church as it related to the
issues, even though they be difficult, even now
problems of an expanding church, determined to
God will help us to truly be "salt to the earth." I
meet the challenge of a "go west, get rich, gold
mean salt with savor and don't forget, men do not
rush age" at a time when the Pony Express was
giving way to trans-American railroads. . ^ p ^ o ' V / / ^ / throw out "salt with savor."
In keeping our trust then there can be no
Growth, expansion and development have alcompromise
with presenting Jesus Christ to our
ways caused problems, disturbing, vexing problems
sick
world
or
preaching the holy sanctified life and
for the church. The church of Acts would have had
clean
living
and
calling for dedicated discipleship
little occasion to hold the council (General Conwhich
so
emulates
Christ that believers are known
ference) at Jerusalem had they not gone out and
as Christians.
confronted the Gentile world with the Gospel. So
These things must be kept foremost in our
they came together, determined to relate the
program
but they should not divorce us from the
Gospel to their- day so that they could make
crying
needs
of our sick society—wounded unto
disciples of all men without compromise of scripdeath—poverty,
war, pollution, ghettos, racial prejutural principles.
dices, alcohol and drugs, social injustices and
Anything significantly different then about this
political incredibility are all illnesses that like the
one hundredth Annual Conference? Not very
palsied man in Christ's time, need the help of
much! Like the church in Acts, we come together
others plus the miracle of grace to effect healing.
to face the problems of new confrontations in a
In this conference I invite each one to join me in
shrinking world where every man is our neighbor.
prayer concern for four things:
And like the fathers of one hundred years ago, we
1. For a new baptism of the Holy Spirit on every
face the issues of our times, praying and planning
Christian.
so that we "by all means might save some."
2. For a new vision with understanding of our
During this one hundred years of annual confertimes.
ences, the church has seen many changes. It has
3. For dedication and motivation that will carry
not run from vital issues. It has faced them,
Calvary love to our world—now!
worked through them and been challenged by
4. That the actions of this Centennial Conferthem. During this one hundred year period of time
the church has scattered across both U.S.A. and
ence may prove to be a redemptive force that
Canada and has played an important role in helping
will bring healing to our sick world.
" A n d the apostles and elders came t o g e t h e r . . . "
(Acts 15:6).
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Living Doctrine
(Titus 2:1-14)
Owen H. Alderfer
Today we sit together to mark the centennial of annual
general conferences of the Brethren in Christ—and nearly
two hundred years of the existence of this fellowship. In
some sense we congratulate ourselves that we have reached
this point. We hold that the fact of our existence is
testimony to the significance of our ongoing.
Here we are at a milestone of our history. Whether our
continuation as a denomination is justified will depend
upon what we do with the years ahead of us. Because of
this it is necessary for us to consider where we have come
from, whither we are tending, and whence we must move in
a time unlike that of our beginnings.
General Conference has chosen the term "Doctrine" as
the theme for this centennial occasion. This is significant:
doctrine—not brotherhood or evangelism or missions or
race relations or survival. We have put the concern of a
century into a word: doctrine; and so, I feel under
obligation to speak to that theme. This I would do under
the title "Living Doctrine." To this end let us give attention
to the reading of a passage from Paul's letter to Titus,
chapter 2:
But speak thou the things which befit the sound
doctrine (healthful teaching); to aged men . . . aged
women . . . young women . . . young men . . . that
they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all
things. For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, instructing us, to the intent that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly and righteously and godly in this present
world; looking for the blessed hope and appearing of
the glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a people
for his own possession, zealous of good works. (ASV)
St. Paul writes of doctrine in terms of a body of living
counsel that is health-giving and life-shaping. This must
have been the concern of the founding fathers of the River
Brethren. It must have been that of the fathers who met in
annual General Conferences over the past century. It is also
our concern as we enter a new century of church life in
God's world, 1970. And so, we consider Living Doctrine.
I Doctrine: The Lively Seed
".. . and speak what is becoming to healthful doctrine:"
(Titus 2:1).
The Conference Sermon was presented to the Centennial Conference body on Thursday morning,
July 2, by Dr. Owen H.
Alderfer. Dr. Alderfer is serving his second term as secretary of the
General Conference. He is also Professor of Church History, Ashland
Theological Seminary.
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The vigor of the church is in the quality of the seed from
which it grows. And, I assert, as the Brethren in Christ we
have sprung from lively seed in fertile soil. Let us turn to
the beginnings to examine seed and soil of the church
according to our best information. Herein we discover
" . . . what is becoming to healthful doctrine."
The story of beginnings leads to a heartland of religious
devotion and churchly commitment. In the third quarter of
the eighteenth century, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in
religious commitment was predominantly Lutheran and
German Reformed. Here were people devoted to orthodoxy—pure creeds, pure doctrine, pure Word. Strong
minorities of German Baptist Brethren and Mennonites
rounded out much of the religious scene, a people with
strong commitments to Scripture, to a believer's church, to
a disciplined fellowship, and to practical Christianity.
The blending of new elements into that stable religious
mixture by the 1770's began to create a ferment of some
consequence. For nearly a century in German areas of
Europe small enclaves of churchmen known as Pietists had
been meeting to find the way to personal warmth and
practical meaning in Christianity. Now, Lutheran leaders
such as Henry M. Muhlenberg and German Reformed
ministers such as William Otterbein were carrying the leaven
of Pietism into Pennsylvania. At about the same time
influences from the First Great Awakening in America were
beginning to work into Lancaster County from Virginia
through such Methodists as Francis Asbury and his followers.
Soil and climate were right for the spiritual awakening
which came. Spiritual hunger produced godly sorrow; godly
sorrow led to sincere repentance and spiritual surrender.
The result was revival in Lancaster County which brought
some people from all faiths to new life in Christ. In this
situation regeneration came to be stressed above justification, heart above head, and spirit above creed. New life
found expression in fellowship and praise. The greater
churches found members involved in this movement a
threat to their quiet order and tended to ostracize them,
forcing together these brethren who had the common
bonds of spiritual experience. These met together in
informal gatherings of interdenominational brethren who
called themselves the United Brethren in Christ. Their
purposes were Bible study, preaching, and fellowship.
Bodies of such brethren met in various centers in
Lancaster County. Out of its devout and careful study of
Evangelical Visitor

the Scriptures one of the fellowship
centers came to the conviction that its
people could no longer meet with the
United Brethren who did not observe
some of the principles of Scripture with
careful regard. And so, sometime late in
the eighteenth century, the Marietta
group—the River Brethren—withdrew
from the larger fellowship and established itself into a distinct body for the
purpose of fidelity to Christ through the
Word in Christian belief, Christian experience, and Christian practice.
A number of strains from distant and
immediate backgrounds had blended to
form the seed which came forth as the
River Brethren. From the remote past
were the great theological principles of
Reformation Christianity transmitted
through the larger Reformation bodies.
From the near present came several
decisive elements: First, the concern for
personal Christian reality and spiritual
warmth was given through the revival
spirit of the United Brethren in Christ
fellowships. Second, a Bible oriented
spirit of quest was inherent through the
Bible-searching disposition of the River
fellowship. Third, from an Anabaptist Mennonite influence the seed carried
characteristics of concern for responsible believerhood, mutual nurture and
discipline, and a desire for Christlikeness in relations with all people.
The earliest confession associated
with the brotherhood assumes the great
theological principles. It then moves
forward in Biblically supported statements to emphasize need of and provision for the new life in Christ. It calls
for the gathering of believers for declaration of the Word and witness to faith.
It makes clear the fellowship role in
growth and discipline, sharply defining
the nature of the Christ-like life.
This was lively seed planted in the soil
of that Pennsylvania community. Inherent in it was the living doctrine which
characterizes the church two centuries
later. Represented here is the crucial
synthesis which must ever remain in
view if the Brethren in Christ are to
continue the witness begun there. This
represents the Brethren in Christ mind:
It is faith grounded in the Word that
God has provided for the believer a new
life in Christ to be realized here and
now. It is a conviction that this life
matures within a brotherhood in mutual
quest, nurture, and discipline. It is the
commitment that this new life finds
expression in the world, God's place of
activity.
Such were the inherent qualities of
this lively seed. The fathers, through
conferences unrecorded and in General
Conferences recorded during the last
July 10, 1970

century, have cultivated this seed—have
guarded these principles. Out of this has
come root and branch which provide for
us living doctrine, our concern in the
message to this Centennial Conference.
II Doctrine: The Growing Faith
" . . . that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things"
(Titus 2:10).
From consideration of doctrine growing out of lively seed we turn to
doctrine as crucial to growing faith. Paul
addressed aged and youth, married and
single, master and servant, all categories
and strata within the Christian communion, with counsel to adorn the
doctrine of God. "Adorn" is an interesting word, a verb form of "cosmos" the
term which describes the orderly arrangement of God's universe. Doctrine,
God-given teaching, is honored by careful and orderly response. Hereby the
lively seed comes forth in living, growing faith. In this light what is the
doctrine? How is it adorned? How is it a
living, growing reality?
Seeking answers to these questions
requires us to determine the shape of

which Christian ethics are situational,
the doctrine of God has more body and
shape than this, else we are adrift on a
stormy sea.
Another misconception is that the
shape of the doctrine of God is that of
static tfuth which can be set down in
neat statements, memorized, recited,
and given out in parcels of truth. The
doctrine of God is more than rigid
orthodoxy. John E. Cantelon {A Protestant Approach to the Campus Ministry,
p. 20 f.) correctly notes: "Intellectualism and orthodoxy both erred in supposing that a mind filled with truths
about God thereby had faith in
G o d . . . . " The history of Christianity is
replete with tragic illustrations in which
the church' declared the doctrines of
God as static truths with the result that
it was torn to shreds and the Gospel was
nullified. When the decisions of the
Council of Chalcedon announced the
orthodox views about the nature of
Christ in 451, rioting broke out in the
streets of Jerusalem and Antioch as
Christian battled Christian over the correct view of the nature of Christ. And
hard orthodoxy has figured again and
again in schism and war in bitter hatred
of Christian against Christian.

We are ever called to sound the depths, to go beyond the
articulation, the explanation, the institutionalization. And
this is part of what our age is calling upon the church to do:
to go to the source of its power and from the Fountain of
Life to drink deeply again, that out of it may flow rivers of
living water.

the doctrine of God as it bears upon us
now. Sev.eral common misconceptions
confront us in our thinking about the
doctrine of God. A misconception of
large influence today is that doctrine is
little more than a fluid sentimentality, a
feeling about God and right that varies
from moment to moment and situation
to situation. Francis Schaeffer is dramatizing this in his current writings. At one
point he describes current views of
doctrine as, " . . . Humanism with a religious banner called Jesus to which
they can give any content they
wish...." (Escape from Reason, p. 76).
Joseph Fletcher, associated with the
term "situation ethics" seems to press
his views to questionable ends as he
openly declares, "I am prepared to
argue that Christian obligation calls for
lies and adultery and fornication and
theft and promise-breaking and killing,
sometimes, depending on the situation."
(Editorial, Christianity Today, May 8,
1970, p. 26). While there is a sense in

The doctrine of God is more than
hard ideas to be held at any cost.
Cantelon emphasized this in declaring,
"Revelation, in the Biblical witness, is
not the transformation of information
or data. It is rather the establishment of
a relationship, a fellowship," (Op. cit.,
p. 20 f.). At this Centennial General
Conference, then, we are not looking
dreamily at the past with sentimental
nostalgia saying, "The fathers had some
pleasant ideas, but these have no relevance for the times." On another hand,
we are not here to harden up truth
delivered into a rigid form to be forced
upon this age and those to follow.
The fact we must face is that the
doctrine of God is a living, growing
force, enlarging, shaping, judging, changing us into the divine image in our place
and time so that we may speak to the
world as it now is. An Upland College
chapel message spoken by William
Klassen, for a time Professor of Bible at

(Continued on page twenty-two)

The
Conference Secretary
The General Conference secretary is the legal administrative office
of the denomination. Records of those who served in this office
date back to 1890. For the first eleven years this appears to have
been an annual assignment.
In 1901 with the election of S. R. Smith the holder of this office
served a tenure of years. A t the present time this office has a term
of five years with tenure restricted to two terms.

The Annual Council
in the
Life of the Church
C. O. Wittlinger

Pictured below are the secretaries who held this office since 1901.

S. R. Smith
1901-1916

C. N. Hostetter
1917-1927

O. B. Ulery
1928-1943.

H. G. Brubaker
1944-1953

H. H. Brubaker
1954-1963

Owen H. Alderfer
1963-

Our spiritual forefathers began in 1871 to publish the
minutes of their annual General Council, later known as
General Conference. The result is a one-hundred-year
record of issues, problems and policies which shaped the
development of the Brethren in Christ movement.
We know little about the pre-1871 history of the General
Council. It appears to have evolved out of the River
Brethren concept of the church. The founding fathers and
their successors placed much emphasis upon personal,
evangelical conversion. They perceived this experience,
however, as an aspect of general transformation of life; they
also understood it to be the basis for union and fellowship
with likeminded brethren in a visible, interdependent and
disciplined community of the people of God. The purpose
or goal of this community was the actualization of God's
will in personal behavior, interpersonal relations and Christian witness; obedience was their watchword; for them the
kingdom of God had "come."
This conception of the church tended to subdue individualism and enhance corporate consensus. The Brethren
made much of Matthew, chapter eighteen, which assured
them of Christ's presence in the midst of their gathered
community; they expected God's will to be revealed
through the group. Even personal ventures in business and
marriage were to be undertaken only after counsel with
brethren.
As the Brethren fellowship grew in numbers and geographical extent, the techniques for seeking group consensus grew with it. District councils emerged in local areas,
state or joint-state councils in larger regions, and general
councils in the United States and Canada respectively. With
the union of these two latter groups in 1879, the concept
of one over-all General Council was born. Herein the
decision-making process of the Brethren came to its
ultimate focus. And whenever a member of Conference
rises today to address the presiding officer with the age-old
expression "Brother Moderator," we are reminded that this
process has its roots in an understanding of brotherhood.
The significance of the General Council in the life of the
Church can best be shown, perhaps, by reference to certain
circumstances and times which required {he making of
crucial decisions. For convenience, and because late nineteenth century Brethren in Christ history has been quite
thoroughly researched, the analysis will be limited to that
period.
A review of the sources for the 1880's and 1890's reveals
a marked restlessness among the Brethren of that time. This
was the result, no doubt, of many factors but especially of
their exposure to new religious concepts and practices. We
shall consider briefly their response to three religious

Dr. Wittlinger
is professor of History and Chairman
Divjsion of Social Sciences, Messiah College. He is Archivist
denomination.
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or was contemplated at a small mission point in Columbus,
Ohio, for in that year Council was asked to decide whether
the Brethren at Columbus could have a Sunday school. The
minutes of Council record the following action: "That it is
granted that the Columbus Brethren may permit a Sabbath
school to be held in their church provided they hold
control of it."
As has often been the case, the initial General Council
decision did not settle the matter once and for all. When
this issue returned to Council floor in 1885, it was not
directed to a specific problem as in 1876 but came rather
with broad policy implications-"Should Sabbath schools
be encouraged among the brethren?" We can only speculate
on the nature of the discussion which ensued, but we know
that the friends of the Sunday school carried the day.
Council ruled in the affirmative provided that such schools
be "properly conducted by the brethren, and that nothing
but God's Word be admitted to teach from, and that no
picnics or celebrations be allowed."
This great policy decision of 1885 did not silence all
criticism of the Sunday school; not everyone was equally
sure that God had spoken! But the Brethren decisionmaking process had now operated at the highest possible
level, and the Church was committed. As a result, the way
was open for the rapid expansion of the Sunday school
movement; numerous schools sprang up in various parts of
the brotherhood during the latter 1880's and the 1890's.

The Minutes of the 1881 General Conference were printed on one
sheet. (The 1969 Minutes consisted of 195 pages.) This conference
was held in the Ringgold Meeting House in Maryland. Among items
decided at this council was one under Article 6 and related to the
"publication of a periodical." Fourteen districts were against it; nine
in favor; two did not report.

movements of the late nineteenth century—the Sunday
school, holiness, and foreign missions.
To understand this response of our nineteenth century
forefathers, we must keep several things in mind. First, as
rural, agricultural people, they were influenced by the
social isolation and provincial-mindedness characteristic of
that class in American society. Second, they had great
respect for tradition as embodying the insight and wisdom
of earlier Brethren and thus were inclined to be suspicious
or skeptical of religious innovations. Third, many
nineteenth century religious movements tended to be oriented toward individual salvation and Christian experience
to the neglect of the doctrine of the church as the visible
community of the people of God. Of the three movements which we have selected for consideration, the
Sunday school first caused lively debate within the church.
Some opposed it because it was new; in more sophisticated
form this argument stressed that it was not a New
Testament institution nor was it recognized by previous
Brethren fathers. Others feared that it might propagate
pride and worldliness, open doors to unsound doctrines, or
encourage questionable social activities.
Advocates of the Sunday school rose to defend it with
zeal and, sometimes, eloquence. Our concern is not with
the ramifications of arguments pro and con, but rather with
the role of the General Council in the matter. The Brethren
had been brought up to believe that God revealed His will
through the group; what, then, did Hewish to say in this
time of uncertainty andJten§io{i2-~—~
The issnj £j r s t c a m e t 0 General Council somewhat
Obliquely in 1876. A Sunday school work had either begun
July 10, 1970

Turning next to the impact of the holiness movement
upon the Church, we may observe that holiness, sanctification, and Christian perfection were cardinal tenets of the
Brethren faith from time immemorial. They were traditionally understood, however, as goals of the Christian life and
walk rather than as individual, inner-life experiences in the
Wesleyan sense.
We know little about how and when Brethren members
first contacted and embraced the Wesleyan understanding
of the deeper Christian life. Presumably, those who
pioneered in this respect began to promote their views
within the brotherhood. Soon, and predictably, the matter
came to the attention of the General Council which, in
1886, appointed a committee of five "to set forth the
sentiment of the church on sanctification." Abram Wenger
(Ontario), W. 0. Baker (Ohio), David Engle, Sr. (Pennsylvania), Samuel Engle (Kansas), and Jesse Engle (Kansas)
comprised the committee.
This committee's report was approved by Council in
1887 and published that same year under the title
"Sanctification." The Wesleyan influence is clearly discernible. One passage, for example, reads as follows:
Sanctification, in its fulness, is the completion of a
process begun in regeneration and may be completed
as soon as a clear knowledge of its necessity is
obtained and a perfect consecration effected. (Italics
added)
As indicated by the italicized passage, the Church in
General Council here committed itself to an understanding
of sanctification as an individual, inner-life experience
conditional upon a felt need and a perfect, that is, complete
consecration.
In approving the article on sanctification, the Council
leadership appears to have taken a position in advance of
the rank and file of Brethren membership. After-the-Evangelical Visitor began publication in 1887, several years
elapsed before the Wesleyan note began to sound in the
testimonies of Christian experience printed in its columns.
(Continued on page twenty-one)
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Living as we are in the afternoon of
the twentieth century it is extremely
difficult to accurately write about
events of the same period in the nineteenth century. The life span of this era
prevents it. We are compelled to rely on
history. In approaching our Centennial
General Conference it might seem
profitable to reach as close to the
glittering sessions of ten decades ago as
possible. Even consulting the list of
delegates attending the 1900 Conference, convening at Donnelsville, Ohio, it
is a moving fact that not one of those
brethren is living today. How relentless
is time!
The earlier conference minutes convince us of two things. First, their
brevity, and second, the attention given
fo what seems to us today as trivia. It
was serious business in those days,
however. It is pleasing to note that a
democratic atmosphere was maintained.
The voice of the people represented by
the delegates was accepted. The Quaker
policy of proceeding only when a consensus of opinion is secured was not
demanded.
My father told of an incident that
occurred during the Conference of 1895
held in the Stayner Church in Canada.
Evidently a regrettable problem had
developed somewhere in the brotherhood and Conference was faced with a
solution. After a rather lengthy and
corrosive debate a Kansas brother arose.
He quoted I Kings 22:34, "A certain
man drew a bow at a venture, and smote
the king of Israel (Ahab) between the
joints of the harness" and said, "I am
going to do that right now. Brother —
is the one person to be blamed for this
trouble..." The arrow must have
found a joint in the harness as the
accused is said to have squirmed rather
nervously. However, Conference reprimanded the unveiling speaker for his
breach of ethics. He was asked to
apologize to the accused and Conference. This he did by very cleverly
quoting another ominous portion of
scripture. However, Conference seemed
persuaded that the arrow was weighted
with truth.
Research seems to reveal that compiled minutes of conference were not
Rev. E. J. Swalm, for many years a bishop,
churchman,
and evangelist, has, upon his
retirement
from the bishopric,
written My
Beloved Brethren in which he draws on his
wide experience and extraordinary
memory.
This article draws upon this same experience
and memory as it relates to the General
Conference.
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Significant
and Otherwise
E. J. Swalm
presented until the sessions of 1871
held at the home of John Mohler, Stark
County, Ohio. One of the questions
confronting that meeting was, "Is it
right for members to marry such as are
not members of the church?" Answer—
"Only by consent of the church as decided by Conference of 1843 in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania." This assures us that they had a conference at
that early date at least. It is rather
strange to note that there is no record
of the personnel of the moderators or
clerical staffs published until the Conference of 1890 held at West Milton,
Ohio.
I recall a conversation with the late
Rev. Fred Elliott, a minister of the
Markham District (now Heise Hill congregation) who was ordained presumably in 1880 by the late Bishop Levi
Lukenbach. The ordination was performed following the closing session of
Conference held in the Markham
Church. Bro. Elliott remembered the
introductory remarks of Bishop Lukenbach given in German but translated in
English for Bro. Elliott's benefit as
follows. "Dear brethren, I am no longer

Moderator of this Conference but now
as one of your Elders I am invited to
perform this sacred service . . ."
We also have some fragmentary evidences of earlier conferences such as
newspaper clippings and similar data. I
have in my files a clipping from a local
paper of Kitchener, Ontario, in which a
reporter very courteously covers the
Conference of 1886 held at the home of
John Wildfong, Hespeler, Ontario.
A century of records points up a great
disparity in the concerns of the church..
As one reflects he might tend to be
amused at the matters which engaged
the sober attention of conference in the
dim past. It will be helpful for this
generation to notice their sincerity. The
questions they wrestled with were related to their times. Those earlier worthies travelled weary miles half way
across the continent and spent hardearned dollars to see each other, to
enjoy fellowship, and to preserve unity
in the church which they thought consisted only in rigid uniformity. God
bless their memory.
Our readers might be interested in a
few queries on the conference floor of
yesteryears. Conference of 1872—"Is it
allowed for members to teach instrumental music as an occupation?"
Answer-"No."
Conference of 1878
—"Is it allowed according to the teaching of the church, for brethren to grow
a mustache without a full beard?"
Answer—"It is not allowed." Conference of 1882—"Is it according to gospel
for ministers to invite seekers to come
forward?" Answer—"It is consistent if
in Christian order, but no special bench
shall be set out for the seekers."

Another view of the homestead which it is believed was the site of the 1871 General Council
(Conference), it is located near Massillon, Ohio.

thesis following the decision. Let us give
thanks to God.
The publishing of a church paper was
introduced in 1875 but was postponed
several times then deferred indefinitely
in 1880. A more detailed church wide
report was filed at the 1881 annual
meeting showing fourteen districts
against and nine in favor. But in 1887
we are happy to note that the conference held at the Cyrus Lenhert home in
Kansas finally decided to publish an
official organ of the church. We are
interested to know it was named Evangelical Visitor and has been so known
until the present. May God keep us ever
grateful for this forward step.
A view of the church and the attendants, the 1911 General Conference, held at the Highland
Church, West Milton, Ohio.

Even a casual observer can easily
discern the strong negative attitude of
the church in those earlier days. There
was an emphasis on literalism and a
spirit of legalism. Church life fostered
debate and good preaching had to be
controversial and "against." This caused
our denomination to be classified
among the "legalists" for many years.
That may not have been as fair a
designation as we were entitled to yet
we must admit the negatives outnumbered the positives. The promulgation of the gospel demands a courageous
positive message. This does not necessarily mean that their protest action was
always wrong. Their protest methods
were much more Christian than many of
the violent marches we have today.
Presenting the memoirs of conference
from another point of view we would
like to refer to a few epoch-making
sessions for which we shall ever be
grateful. Perhaps the most dramatic was
the one held in the Bethel Church in
Kansas, in May 1894. After the reading

of a paper on foreign missions Rev.
Jacob Stauffer arose and placed a five
dollar bill on the conference table saying, "This is for foreign missions." One
of the Moderators said, "Here is five
dollars. What will we do with it?" That
was the beginning of work beyond
American shores. As we think of a
church in Africa today equal in size to
the church at home with the other
fruitful missions in India, Japan, Nicaragua, Cuba, we humbly say, "What
hath God wrought?"
It may be a surprise to some of our
people to know that the Brethren in
Christ in Canada was a separate denomination from the church in U.S.A., both
having the same name but with two
different colloquial titles: "River Brethren" and "Tunkers." Conference of
1878 appointed three brethren to seek a
closer union between the two. The
brethren reported to the Conference of
1879 and recommended that hereafter
there shall be one conference. (Unanimously agreed) was placed in paren-

The doctrine of sanctification agitated
our conference for many years. As early
as 1886 they appointed a committee of
five to set forth the sentiment of the
church on this subject. The matter was
subsequently pressed periodically until
the Conference of 1910. It officially,
accepted the stance which is generally
identified as the Wesleyan position.
Several succeeding conferences made
some reconsiderations, up-dating the
wording with minor clarifications until
the acceptance of the report of the
Review and Study Committee which
was appointed in 1950. It is now included in our present Manual of Doctrine issued in 1961. This qualified us to
identify with the holiness movement in
U.S.A. and Canada. It has had a farreaching benefit and blessing to our
brotherhood. In reality it has proven to
create a significant watershed for our
fellowship.
It is rather surprising to note the
absence of rulings on the doctrine of
peace or nonresistance. While it was a
very prominent belief from our origin it
engaged very little of conference attention until the Second World War. The

(Continued on page twenty-four)
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Two scenes from the Air Hill Conference of forty years ago—1930. The Air Hill Church is located
near Chambersburg, Pa.
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Orthodox
in
Head and Heart
Eber B. Dourte

A man on a hospital bed recently
informed me, with great confidence,
that even though he had not attended
church for many years, he was a member of the group, because his name was
on the list. This man has serious problems both with doctrine and discipleship.
The Old Testament use of the word
DOCTRINE refers to a body of truth
received. "For I give you good doctrine,
forsake not my law" (Prov. 4:2). In
Psalm 119:15 this body of truth is
referred to as the Psalmist writes: "I will
meditate on thy precepts."
The New Testament concept of doctrine embodies two ideas. It refers to
the ACT and the CONTENT of teaching-not just any teaching, but a certain
body of truth. This truth comes from
God. Jesus condemned those religionists
who "taught for doctrine the commandments of men." Jesus declared "My
doctrine is not mine, but his that sent
one. If any man will do his will, he shall
know of the doctrine, whether it be of
God, or whether I speak of myself"
(John 7:16,17).
Our doctrine then is given by God.
Jesus in the Great Commission (Matt.
28:19,20) points, out that there is a
body of truth which must be declared
to bring men to faith in Him. "Go ye
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."
There is also a body of truth relating to
the Christian life—"all things I have
commanded you."
Study of apostolic sermons indicates
the content of doctrine. Who is Jesus?
He is the Christ of God, the Messiah.
What did He do? He was born, in
fulfillment of prophecy. He taught men,
and met their needs. He died on the
cross. He arose, ascended and is coming
again. All this in fulfillment of the great
love acts of God. In light of this man is
The writer is pastor
Church, Lancaster, Pa.
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accountable to God. Furthermore, when
man responds to what Christ did, he
receives a New Life. He is a New
Creation. He has a New Master. Jesus is
Lord. His body becomes a temple—a
residence of the Holy Spirit, through
which the life of Christ is to be lived.
Some contemporary Christians regard
doctrine as a body of truth to be
believed, defended, and cherished somewhat as a museum piece. Others look
upon doctrine not as God breathed and
authoritative, but as a kind of socialethical frame of reference in which
relativism rules and humanism mediates.
Historically, Brethren in Christ have
believed that to be Christian means to
live a new kind of life. What we have
believed and taught has affected our
total life style. The call to be a Christian
is a call to follow. It is a call to new
interests, new devotion, new morals.
The call to be a Christian is a call to
involvement. It is a call to discipleship.
It is a call to obedience.
Jesus began His ministry by calling
men to follow Him. Even though the
setting has changed, the spirit and goal
are the same. He who would follow
must break with the past. He who
follows adheres not to an abstract doctrine, but experiences the creation of a
new life. He follows because he believes.
He doesn't take time to reason through
all of the angles and possibilities. He
believes. He follows. He learns to live
the life of faith and trust.
If we are to be faithful to the biblical
understanding of doctrine, we need to
give attention to obedience. Jesus declared His position by asking a rhetorical question, "Why call ye me Lord,
Lord, and do not the things which I
command you?" He called those who
believed to obedience. "If you obey my
teaching you are really my disciples;
you will know the truth and the truth
will make you free" (John 8:31, 32).
Both Paul and Peter declare that
unbelief is disobedience. At the Second

Coming, there will be punishment for
"those who do not know God and those
who do not obey the Good News about
our Lord Jesus" (I Thess. 1:8). Peter
says regarding the stone of stumbling
that "they stumbled because they did
not befieve in the word; such was God's
will for them" (I Peter 18b). We must
conclude then that he who believes,
obeys and he who disobeys the scripture
does not really believe. John in I John
2:4 gives strong words to reinforce this
idea. "If someone says, 'I do know him,'
but does not obey his commands, such a
person is a liar and there is no truth in
him." We need not be concerned about
the judgment for disobedience if we
concern ourselves with the positive acts
of obedience. Jesus taught (John 6:29)
"This is the work of God, that you
believe in him whom he has sent."
The Scriptures also teach that faith in
the gospel, and faith in Jesus Christ is
obedience. Paul commends the Romans
(6:17) "But thanks be to God! For at
one time you were slaves to sin, but
now you OBEY with all your heart the
TRUTH found in the TEACHING you
received." The writer to the Hebrews
(5:9) exalts Jesus Christ as the Great
High Priest and says "he became the
source of eternal salvation to those who
OBEY him." This is not salvation by
deeds, but begins with Faith in Christ as
Savior, obeying the scriptures which tell
us we must receive Him, and moving on
into the life of faith and trust, Peter
(1:22) indicates that the saints had
purified themselves by OBEYING the
TRUTH.
Christian obedience means patterning
our lives after God in holiness. "Be holy
in all that you do, just as God who
called you is holy" (I Peter 1:15).
Christian obedience means imitating
Christ in humility and love (John 14:14,
Phil. 2:5). This kind of obedience
springs from gratitude for the grace of
God we have received and not from a
desire to gain merit or to justify ourselves in the sight of God. To believe, to
obey, to follow means that we will
study to understand how Jesus felt
about people; how He loved them;
helped them; and gave priority in interest and activity to doing the will of God
in redemptively meeting the needs He
saw.
Doctrine and Discipleship are inseparable. To separate them is sin and disbelief. Keeping them in proper perspective gives to him who believes and
follows the full orbed life Paul writes of
in Col. 2:6,7, "Since you have accepted
Christ as Lord, live in union with him.
Keep your roots deep in him, build your
lives on him, and become even stronger
in your faith, as you were taught, and
be filled with thanksgiving."
Evangelical Visitor

Colleges

period pregnant with danger and with
opportunity. New sets of circumstances
in society, changes in church life, and
the need to apply Christian faith to a
non-traditional society summon the call
for prophetic insights. These utterances
from God will come from different
sources but, I believe, the Christian
College community has a significant
prophetic role in redefining the faith
and redefining piety for this new age.
The College can fulfill a prophetic role
for the following reasons:
1. The College has people who are
called of God.
2. Certain individuals in the College
community have prophetic qualities.
3. The College community has an
atmosphere that contributes to the
prophetic function.

The prophetic role is popularly
thought of as the forecasting of future
events. This, however, is not the primary function of a prophet since he is
one who speaks for God and gives
special insights from God which are
more comprehensive than foretelling
and at times may not involve the forecasting of future events. The prophet
possesses a consuming passion to be
God's man, which involves living
prophetically as well as speaking
prophetically. He also believes that he is
divinely inspired to declare God's will
for mankind. Prophetic proclamations
may be given orally or can be reduced
to writing.
God used the prophets to speak for
Him during special moments of crisis in
Hebrew history. He has also used many
others in history to speak prophetically
as the church passed through trying
times. Today Christians are in a crisis
Th_e writer

is president
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of Messiah College.

The College Has People
Who Are Called of God
Those who exercise a prophetic role
must themselves be spiritually ready
before they seek to interpret the faith.
They will speak as holy men of God
moved by the Holy Ghost. Only those
cognizant of God's call will have the
consuming passion and insights to be
prophetic. They are controlled by the
Spirit rather than natural desires.
Since a very favorable percentage of
those involved in a Christian college are
there in response to God's call, they are
potential candidates to be called of God
to the prophetic role. Divine summons
to this role in the college community
need not be confined to adults or
faculty alone, for certain students (just
as Jeremiah who was called as a prophet
at about eighteen years of age) can also
be used by God to speak. Regardless of
age, however, the true prophets will not
be answering the call of duty, the call of
community, or the call of reason, for
they respond to the call of God.
Many Individuals in the
College Community
Have Prophetic Qualities
Certain common characteristics can
be seen in all the, Hebrew prophets.
These characteristics were inherent in
them or imparted to them by God.
They included a deep sense of the
significant; a high power of concentration and intellectual discipline; a comprehensive view of the human situation;
a profound sense of righteousness to the
world; and the fervor to make known to
man the nature and "will of God. These
prophetic characteristics have an amazing correspondence to goals for a Christian College. In a community where
these qualities are supported, the prophetic role should be exercised by men
committed to and called by God to be
His spokesman.

The College Community
Has an Atmosphere That
Contributes To the
Prophetic Function
The prophetic role requires the
prophet, to be impervious to the opinion
of others. Especially it is necessary to be
unaffected by the opinions of authorities whether they be of organized religion, the government, or the community. The academic climate upholds
this kind of candor and independence.
Closely connected to the independence of thought is the need for excessive
openmindedness or perhaps more precisely—a readiness to see things in an
unusual way. With the possible exception of education itself, the academic
community has been noted for authoritatively pointing the way and presenting
new ideas with peculiar relevance. Every
conceivable human situation has been
greatly affected by up-to-the-minute
methods and approaches as initiated by
the educational community. This distinctive is an important ingredient of
the prophetic vision.
The Hebrew prophets addressed themselves to political, economic, and social
sins, as well as to religious reforms of
their day.1 They were products of their
day which compelled them to be
knowledgeable of their times and to
articulate truth in the language of their
contemporaries. As the prophets had a
broad vision so today we have those in
Christian Colleges who are able to see a
diverse world in its physical, cultural,
social, and religious aspects which in
turn enables them to more accurately
read the signs of the times and respond
sensitively to God's particular summons
to our generation. Prophetic teachings
have always had special relevance to the
political and historical developments of
the times and involve both a political
and spiritual awareness of the hour. A
prophet can speak from the vantage
point of his given culture only if he is
fully aware of that culture. This awareness is an important element of the
College community.
The Christian College community also
has a prophetic atmosphere as it sets up
standards of righteousness, rebukes sin,
seeks to bring the wayward to repentance, and warns the erring of the judgments of God.
Difficult problems attend the prophetic role. The fresh articulations of
the word of God are disturbing because
1. Examples of the diverse concerns include Micah's opposition to larger farms as a
foe of absentee landlords, Amos deploring
national sins and injustices against the poor
and underprivileged, and Hosea's distraught
attitude toward gross sensuality and idolatrous licentiousness.
(Continued on page nineteen)
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Mission
Youth Choir led by Pastor Jonah Musanje—during youth rally session.

Genesis 1 to 22. Bare feet pounded the
wood-and-sandbag platform as quizzers
jumped to answer. In the final Saturday
afternoon play-offs in the church,
Choma Secondary, Singani Upper, and
Siankope Lower were victorious in their
respective divisions. Smiles spread
throughout the audience in the final
moments, as the Singani team unfurled
a homemade banner: "Trust the
YOUNG BELIEVERS of Singani."
Myron Mukonka and Grace Holland
New Life For All was the conference
theme and the Tonga words for it stood
bold and black over the platform. The
Holy Spirit, Who makes this new life
possible, was the subject for each evening session—the speakers, Bishop P. M.
Kumalo of Rhodesia, and Rev. A. G.
Brubaker, Director of the movement for
all Zambia.
Also during the day devotional messages were given and the various church
committees gave programs about their
work.
The young people met in their own
leafy, grass-walled church. Between
songs and short • sermons, Bible quiz
teams sweated over questions from
w*
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CHURCH BUSINESS
Report of Church Treasurer Mr. J. C.
Munsanje reported offerings had increased over the last year but that
church expenses too had increased tremendously. Conference requested further explanation of certain items in his
written report, such as mileage, transport, and cars; and then accepted the
report.
Report of District Superintendent
Rev. D. S. Mushala reported that the
church is growing. New church buildings
are going up in both Macha and Sikalongo Districts. Churches are needed in
Lusaka and Botswana. But he emphasized that unless the churches work
extra hard in their offerings we shall
fail.

Matters arising from District Councils
A recommendation that anyone financially able should be allowed to
attend the General Conference as an
observer was passed and will be sent on
to General Conference for consideration.
Matters arising from Promotional
Sessions Education Committee recommended that we continue to operate
primary schools under our present principles, as the Lord leads, even though
many mission societies have turned
them over to the government.
From the Bible School came the
recommendation that Bible School extension centers be opened at four places
with weekly classes taught by the principal, and programed textbooks to be
studied each day.
Home and Family Committee recommended that special one-day family
(Continued on page seventeen)
Below left: Winning team of Post-Primary
group-Choma Secondary—and runner up—
Macha Secondary—with their sponsors.
Below right: Panel discussion on "New Life
for A H " : Rev. A . G. Brubaker, A . K. Muiikisa
(Wesleyan Mission in Zambia), G. J. Schwartz,
Pastor Jonathan Mwaalu, Bishop Kumalo. The
interpreter, Daniel C. Mwaanga, is standing.
Bishop Kipe, not pictured, also participated.
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G E N . CON. MINUTES 1871-72

CONFERENCE O F 1872, H E L D A T T H E
HOME
O F BROTHER
SAMUEL
PAGE, D A U P H I N
COUNTY, PA.,
APRIL 18 AND 19.
Article 1. The Census Bureau at Washington, D. C , requested the Church to forward
statistics. The request was granted.

1970

*3

GEN. CON. MINUTES 1872

Art. 2. May erring
members
make
acknowledgement of their error through another person? Ans. They may.
Art. 3. Shall Sisters wear the adopted
modest head covering when admitted to
Church fellowship? Ans. They shall.
Art. 4. Arc members permitted to traffic
or speculate in tobacco? Ans. No.
Art. 5. Is it consistent to take a mortgage?
Ans. It is.
Art. 6. Are members permitted to foreclose mortgages and sell property by sheriff
sale. Ans. No.
Art. 7. Ts it acconfing to Gospel for a
brother to electioneer for political purjxfc-es?
Ans. No.
Art. 8. Is it allowed for members I" loach
instrumental music as an occupation; Ans.
No.
Art. 9. Is it consistent for members to
serve as jurors? Arts. No.
Art. 10. Is it according to gosjiet to have
any given form of dress? Ans. It should not
lie in fashion with the world. (See Art. 29
of Constitution and By-Laws.)
Art. II. Is it according to Scripture to
hold protracted meetings? Ans. It is.
Institution of General Mission Board,
Art t2. Conference decided that a Mission
Board be appointed, consisting of one member
in each District, to take charge of the spread

81.

Communion Sendees.
Art. 14. Conference decided that a uniform expression shall He used at the administration of wine Hi communion services.

\rticle 1. Ts tt allow* rl for Brethren to <
gage in speculation ? .!
GEN. CON. MINUTES 1873
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General Mission Board.
Art. 4. Conference decided that the Board
of Missions be continued and that the ministering brethren be encouraged to go out into the
various sections to preach the Gospel, and it is
provided that the monev collected throughout
the Church (Art 7. 18711 lie sent to Brother
Levi Grayhill. at Orrvillc. Wayne county.
Ohio; said monev. shall be held subject to call.
Condition of said fund to be reported annually
to General Conference.
District Councils.
Art. $. Conference decided that District
Councils are requested to bring their questions
l>efore General Conference in writing, undersigned bv several brethren of their respective
Districts. (See Art. 12. Constitution and ByLaws.^
Debts.—Individual.
Art. fV Conference decided that Brethren
should not contract debts which thrv have no
reasonable wav of paying, hut shall in all important investments act bv advice of the
Church.
Lightning Rods.
Art. 7. Conference decided that it is inconsistent for Brethren to put lightning rods on
their buildings.
Organisation .of General Conference.
Art. 8. Conference decided that hereafter

Board for Missions
PARTI. REPORTS
(a)

1.

REPORT TO
1970 CONFERENCE

Rnision of ffymn Boots,
Art. 13. Conference appointed a Committee to revise the Brethren rfvmn Books and
publish It in German and Knglish in stereotype form.

CONFERENCE O F 187V H E L D AT THE.
HOME O F BROTHER
MICHAEL
MUSSER.
LANCASTER
COUNTY.
PA.. APRIL 17 AND iR.

^

Art. 5. Is it allowed to receive applicants
into the Church who have been baptized by
backward immersion without rebaptizing
them? Aiis. Not allowed.
Art. 6. Is it according to gospel to marry
a person that is divorced while both are living?
Ans. No.
Introduction of Voluntary General Mission
Fund.
Art. 7. Conference decided, that the Districts throughout the Church, shall instruct
their respective deacons to collect money by
voluntary contributions in their Districts, for
a general Missionary Fund, to remain unappropriated; subject to the action of the next
General Conference.
Art. 8. Shall ministers, removing from
one District to another, labor in their calling
without any action of the Church, in the District in which they moved? Ans, They shall.
Art. 9. Is it consistent for a brother to sell
his patent right? Ans. It is.

G E N . CON. MINUTES 1872-73

of the Gosnel in localities heretofore tinncoainted with the doctrine as taught bv the
Church.

General

Report of Executive Secretary
The Missions efforts of the '60s came to a close with a
strong affirmation of our people in support of their several
hundred missionaries and volunteers. This support was shown
in the raising of the budget, the response of new recruits, and
expressions of intelligent concern regarding' our wide-ranging
ministries.
Perhaps no decade in Brethren in Christ history has seen
so much change in environment. What we do and what we are
comes under the scrutiny of the "churched" and the "unchurched." But, the true witness of the church will survive its
testings, even if by fire.
The Missions program is reported to our constituency by
numerous means. These reports to the Conference, therefore,
are a brief summation of important events of 1969 and a
projection of priorities and concerns.
Rev. J. Earl Musser has assumed his duties as Director of
Missions. In the fall of 1969 he visited the overseas fields with
Brother Henry N. Hostetter who served as the link between
the fields and the home church for the past 20 years. Brother
Hostetter's ministry to the national churches extended over
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Alvin and Thata Book
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Kenneth and Elva Bulgrien
David and Laona Brubaker
Mildred Myers
Anna Graybill
Shirley Heisey
K Harold and Alvera Stern
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MISSIONS
Africa
Field Secretary: P.O. Box 223, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stern
Rhodesia
Bishop's Residence and Office: P.O. Box 711,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Bishop and Mrs. P. M. Kumalo
Edna M. Switzer
David Kipe, Jr.*
Education Secretary: c/o P.O. Box 1752,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. George E. Bundy
Ekuphileni Bible Institute: P.B. M 98, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Luke L. Keefer
Eva Mae Melhorn
Evangelism Team: P.B. M 98, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn C. Frey
Financial Secretary: P.O. Box 1219, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. Jacob R. Shenk
Matopo Book Room: P.O. Box 554, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph H. Ginder
Mrs. Mary H. (Breneman) Brechbill
Matopo Secondary School: Private Bag T 191,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Mann
Rev. and Mrs. J. Harold Stern
Robert G r a y b i l l *
Erma G. Lehman
Dorothy M. Martin
Lawrence M u m m a u *
Lois Jean Sider
Barbara J. Stansfield
Mtshabezi Mission: Private Bag M 116, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
JoAnne Brubaker
Miriam Frey
Ruth E. Hock
Nancy J. Kreider
Richard M a r t i n *
John A . Musser*
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital: Private Bag M
101, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Dr. and Mrs. LeRoy Steinbrecher*
Marilyn Ebersole
Erma Jean Gish
Evelyn Noel
Phumula Mission: Private Bag T 188, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Carl Ginder
Phumula Mission Hospital: Private Bag T 188,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman
Donna L. Sollenberger
Wanezi Mission: Private Bag S 180, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Jacob R. Shenk
Mr. and Mrs. Carl L. Knepper
Miriam L. Heise
Ellen R. Hoover
Sharon L. Weisser
Youngways Hostel (for missionary children):
40 Leander Avenue, Hillside,
Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stern
Ruth Bert*

Zambia
Bishop's Residence and Office: P.O. Box 115,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Bishop and Mrs. H. Frank Kipe
Velma R. Brillinger
Rev. and Mrs. A . Graybill Brubaker
Choma Bible Institute: P.O. Box 131, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Fredric L. Holland
Fannie Longenecker
Choma Bookroom: P.O. Box 198, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. George K. Kibler
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn J. Schwartz
Doris Stern*
Choma Secondary School: P.O. Box 92,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Norman Bert*
Mr. and Mrs. Klaus Bergmann*
Dale Bicksler*
Anna Kettering
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel F. Minter*
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis R. Nissly
Carl Raser*
Israel B. R o w *
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Starr*
David Livingstone Teacher Training College
No personnel assigned at present
Macha Mission: Private Bag 11xc, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Marshall Poe
Mary Olive Lady
Edith E.Miller
Stephen Ginder*
Macha Mission Hospital: Private Bag 11xc,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Engle
Dr. and Mrs. David Byer*
Rev. and Mrs. Roy H. M a n n *
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn A . Musser*
Eva M. Byers*
Mary E. Heisey
Martha L. Lady
Eva Mae Peters
Judy Sholes*
Marilyn Sider
Nahumba Mission: P.O. Box 173, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
No missionary resident at present
Sikalongo Mission: P.O. Box 131, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen S. Fisher
A n n McEwen
Garth Winger*
India
General Superintendent's Residence, Banmankhi Mission: P.O. Banmankhi, N. E. Railway, District Purnea, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. Harvey R. Sider
Saharsa Mission: Mission House, P.O. Saharsa,
N. E. Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Esther G. Book
Erma Hare
Barjora Mission: P.O. Barjora via Tirbeniganj,
District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. James R. Cober
Madhipura Mission: P.O. Madhipura, N. E.
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Dr. and Mrs. Henry L. Kreider
Leora G. Yoder
Mary Jane Shoalts
P.O. Purnea, District Purnea, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. John R. Sider

Bangalore: FEBC—India,
7, Commissariat
Rd., Bangalore 25, India
Rev. and Mrs. Allen S. Buckwalter
12/A Underbill Lane, Delhi 6, India
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph B. Smith
Japan
General Superintendent's Residence: 309-15,
4 Chome, Hana-Koganei, Kodaira,
Tokyo,
Japan 187
Rev. and Mrs. John W. Graybill
Mr. and Mrs. T i m o t h y Botts*
2 Ku, Nishiichi, Toyota Cho, Toyoura Gun,
Yamaguchi-Ken, Japan
Rev. and Mrs. Marlin E. Zook
15-10 Honmachi, Yamanota, Shimoneseki-shi,
Yamaguchi-Ken, Japan 750
Rev. and Mrs. Doyle C. Book
Nicaragua
Apartado 1044, Managua, Nicaragua, C. A.
Rev. and Mrs. Howard Wolgemuth
El Instituto de Lengua Espanola, Apartado
10240, San Jose, Costa Rica
(Beginning Aug. 1 use Managua address)
Rev. and Mrs. Walter K e l l y *
MISSIONARIES ON F U R L O U G H
Rev. and Mrs. Alvin J. Book, c/o Alfred
Brandt, R. 2, Lebanon, Pa. 17042
Rev. and Mrs. David M. Brubaker, Grantham,
Pa. 17027
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Bulgrien, 2296 Eddy
Rd., Sandusky, Mich. 48471
Rev. and Mrs. Lamar F. Fretz, R. 1 , Stevensville, Ont., Canada
Anna Graybill, R. 1 , Hershey, Pa. 17033 (c/o
Mrs. Sara R. Graybill)
Shirley Heisey, R. 2, Box 243, Elizabethtown,
Pa. 17022 (c/o Jacob Z. Heisey)
Rev. and Mrs. J. Robert Lehman, R. 1 , Box
363, M t . Joy, Pa. 17552
Mildred Myers, R. 4 , Greencastle, Pa. 17225
(c/o Mrs. Martha Myers)
Rev. and Mrs. Donald R. Z o o k , Grantham, Pa.

17027

United States
New Mexico (Navajo Mission)
Bloomfield, N. M. 87413
Dr. and Mrs. Marion J. Heisey
Mr. and Mrs. H. Earl Wolgemuth
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Bauman*
Rosa Eyster
Marilyn Heisey
James D. Helems*
Erma R. Hess*
James Hess*
Anna Marie Hoover
Eunice Hoover
Gladys Lehman*
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Leisey
Richard W. L o n g *
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Ludwig, Jr.
Sandra Lee Neyer*
Stephen A . Potteiger*
Ninita Schmucker*
Elsie L. Stauffer*
Jane Swartz*
Kathleen T h u m a *
Marion Winger*
Interpreter—John Peter Yazzie

San Francisco (Life Line Chapel)
422 Guerrero St., San Francisco, Calif.

94110

Rev. and Mrs. Paul H i l l , Supt.
Martha Musser*
Katherine V o b o r a *
Lynn Weldon*
San Francisco (Life Line Mission)
917 Folsom St., San Francisco, Calif.

94107

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sturgill
Rev. and Mrs. J. Allan Heise
Premnath S. D i c k *
David S. Hastings*
J. Earl K a u f f m a n *
Nathan Lehman*
Carlos Rosado*
Larry Stay man*
Canada
Montreal Lake Children's Home
Timber Bay, Sask.
Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie Bowman
Martha Cassel
Edna Dyck
Mr. and Mrs. William Ens
Agnes Geddart
Kenneth Heise
Allyson Merriman
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Sider

MISSION CHURCHES
Canada
Paddockwood (North Star Mission)
Rev. and Mrs. D. Maurice Moore
(Box 64) Meath Park, Sask., Canada
Port Rowan (Walsingham)
Walsingham, Ont., Canada
Rev. Howard Tyrrell (R. D. 1)
Virginiatown
Virginiatown, Ont., Canada
Rev. Eldon Byer (Box 362)
United States
Allisonia (Farris Mines)
Allisonia, Va. 24310
Rev. Paul Smucker
R . 4 , Hillsville, Va. 24343
Blairs Mills
Blairs Mills, Pennsylvania
Rev. William Swartz
( M i f f l i n t o w n , Pa., R. 2, Box 243, 17059)
Blandburg
Blandburg, Pa. 16619
Rev. Thomas A . Bouch (Box 55)
Bronx (Fellowship
Chapel)
246 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 10457
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Winger (Supt.)
Rev. Harold Paulus, Pastor
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney G o o d *
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Karns
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Keely*
Gary Lebo*
Harriet Mann*
Dale McGallicher*
Anna Peachey*
Glenn Peterson*
Vickie Russell*
Brooklyn
203 Spencer St, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11205
Rev. and Mrs. Cecil Loney
Callaway (Adney Gap)
Callaway, Va. 24067
Rev. Larry Strouse
Cincinnati (Chapel)
2951 Sidney Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45225
Rev. DeWitt W. Engle
(2701 Hillvista Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
45239)
Columbia
(Millerfields)
Columbia, K y . 42728
Rev. Atlee M. Hershberger
(R. 3, Box 157, Columbia, K y . 42728)

Dayton
831 Herman Ave., Dayton-, Ohio
Rev. Ohmer U. Herr
(R. 1 , Box 2 4 1 , Clayton, Ohio 45315)
Garlin
(Bloomington!
Garlin, Ky. 42739
Rev. Harold M. Wolgemuth
Hillman (Maple Grove)
Hillman, Michigan 49746
Rev. L. Eugene Wingert (R. 1)
Hillsville (Bethel)
Hillsville, Va.
Rev. Paul Smucker
R . 4 , Hillsville, Va. 24343
Hunlock Creek
Hunlock Creek, Pa.
Rev. Ross Morningstar
(331 Vine St., Berwick, Pa. 18603)
Ickesburg (Saville)
Ickesburg, Pa.
Rev. Milford Brubaker
(R. 2, Newville, Pa. 17241)
Knifley (Knifley
Chapel)
Knifley, K y . 42753
Rev. Atlee M. Hershberger
(R. 3, Box 157, Columbia, Ky. 42728)
Little Marsh (Jemison Valley)
Little Marsh, Pa.
Rev. Samuel K. Oldham
(R. 1 , Box 3 0 , Little Marsh, Pa. 16931)
Llewellyn
Llewellyn, Pa. 17944
Rev. Larry Steffee (Box 117)
Mt. Holly Springs
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. 17065
Rev. Ernest U. Dohner
(Box 3 2 , Grantham, Pa. 17027)
Salem (Labish Community
Church)
4522 Scott Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303
Rev. A r t Cooper (4306 Scott Ave., N.E.)
Sheboygan
1325 Carl Ave., Sheboygan, Wis. 53081
Rev. Tyrus R. Cobb
Three Springs (Center Grove Chapel)
Three Springs, Pa. 17264
Rev. Marion Walker (R. 1) Box 69-A
Uniontown (Searights)
U n i o n t o w n , Pa. 15401
Rev. Wm. H. Martin
(Box 6 7 , Chestnut Ridge, Pa. 15422)

EXTENSION CHURCHES
Canada
Del isle (Community
Chapel)
Delisle, Sask., Can.
Rev. Lome Lichty (Box 212)
Hamilton (Ridgemount)
Cor. of Jameston and Caledon Sts.,
Hamilton, Ont., Canada
(Appointment pending)
Saskatoon (Massey Place)
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada
Rev. Jerry Zook (1 Malta St.)
United States
Baltimore (Marlyn Avenue)
611 S. Marlyn Ave., Baltimore, M d .
Rev. Hubert Stern
(925 Homberg Ave., 21221)
Colorado Springs (Mountain View Chapel)
2507 E. Buena Ventura, Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80909
Rev. Keith Ulery (1425 McArthur)
Hagerstown (Paramount)
Hagerstown, Md. 21740
Rev. J. Ralph Wenger
(61 W. Long Meadow Road)
Harrisburg (Bellevue Park)
2001 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Rev. John K. Stoner
(1803 Mulberry St. 17104)
Harrisburg (Skyline View)
7733 Hillcrest Ave., Harrisburg, Pa.
Rev. John A r t h u r Brubaker
(7717 Hillcrest Ave., 17112)

McMinnville (Rolling
Acres
Community
Church)
McMinnville, Tenn. 37111
Rev. Gerald Wingert (401 Pace St.)
Ontario
1205 Baker Ave., Ontario, Calif. 91762
Rev. Aaron H. Stern
(1549 Bonita Court)
Orlando
745 Holden Ave.
Orlando, Fla. 32809
Rev. Maurice Bender
(741 Holden Ave.)
Phoneton
Phoneton, Ohio 45355
Rev. Elam O. Dohner (Box 95)
Roanoke (Valley View)
5648 Oakland Blvd. and Verndale Dr.,
N.W., Roanoke, Va. 24019
Rev. Orvin White, Jr.
(509 Elden Ave., N.E., 24014)
Smithville (Pomeroy Chapel)
Smithville, Tenn. 37166
David P. Buckwalter
(R. 7, Sparta, Tenn. 38583)
C H R I S T I A N SERVICE MINISTRIES
Brooklyn VS Unit
958 Bedford Ave., B r o o k l y n , N.Y. 11205
Eldon J. Sheffer, Unit Leader
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis P. Miller
A r n o l d J. Milne
*Other personnel serving in Voluntary Service
are listed under the unit to which assigned in
other departments of the D I R E C T O R Y .
Serving under MCC
Judith Barr, c/o Pierre Allen, P.O. Box 665,
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, West Indies
Douglas Martin, Bureau of Churches and
Missions Protestantes En Afrique Centrale,
79 A . Ave., Marnix, Bruxelles 5, Belgium
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Yoder, MCC, Djlan
Pendjawi, 4 8 , Pati, Java, Indonesia
Mr. and Mrs. Donavon E. Nissly, P.O. Box
30553, Kenyatta College—Higher Secondary Division, Nairobi, Kenya
Marlin K. Stoner, Room 110, Nurses Res. X I ,
Essondale, British Columbia, Canada

BRETHREN IN CHRIST PERSONNEL
SERVING UNDER A N D SUPPORTED
BY OTHER O R G A N I Z A T I O N S
Mr. and Mrs. David Carlson, c/o Trans World
Radio, Box 1 4 1 , Monte Carlo, Monaco
(Trans World Radio)
Ethel Doner, Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West Indies
(Unevangelized Fields Mission)
Anna R. Engle, 10 Devenish Court, Devenish
St., Sunnyside, Pretoria, South Africa
(Evangelical Alliance
Mission)
Dale Keefer, MACV/Cords Region 1 , Refugee
Division, World Relief Commission, APO
San Francisco, Calif. 96349
Kenneth Keefer, World Relief Commission,
Box 125, Advisory Team No. 3, San
Francisco, Calif. APO 96258
Gulabi McCarty, 12 Banswadi Road, Cooke
T o w n , Bangalore 5, India (Youth
for
Christ)
Rev. and Mrs. John Pawelski, San Salvador,
Zacatecas, Mexico (Mexican
Evangelistic
Mission)
Lois Raser, El Salvador, Zacatecas, Mexico
(Evangelical Methodist
Church)
Dr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Thuma, Lusaka Central
Hospital, P. Bag R W 1 , Ridgeway, Lusaka,
Zambia
Harriet Trautwein, APO 24, San Juanito,
Chihuahua, Mexico (Mexican
Evangelistic
Mission)
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Wolgemuth, c/o Inst.
Linguistico de Verano, A p d o . 22067, Mexico 22, D.F. Mexico (Wycliffe Bible Translators)
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Zambia Regional Conference
(Continued from page twelve)

conferences be held at seven places
during the next few months.
An extensive Book Room report detailed the growth of the work. Conference was asked to let the manager know
how the church feels the work should
be carried on in its relation to the
church.
Sunday School Committee recommended that workshops be held to help
the schools better their program.

Bishop Kipe, Sunday Midday Session 'New
Life Seen Through Men."

SUNDAY
Early in the morning, 213 church
members met for the communion
service. At midday the church was filled
with those who had come to worship in
the final service. The customary thank
you's were given and a member of the
menu committee reported that expenses
in the dining room had nearly been met
through the charges for meals.. .. The
final message by Bishop Kipe presented
"New Life Seen Through Men"—only as
branches joined to the Vine, Who is
Christ.

HABO

Displaying copy of first Tonga issue of Good
Words (printed by Klaus Bergmann at Choma
Secondary School). Editor Grace Holland;
interpreter, Andrea Munkambwe.

Increase in Nicaragua
R I G H T : Thirteen in the Esquipulas Center taking their vows
for entering the Brethren in Christ Church in Nicaragua. To date,
34 have been baptized. Another doctrine class with about 8
attendants has been formed. God is blessing with a harvest.
On the platform are Howard Wolgemuth and David Amador,
who is reading the vows in Spanish.

A B O V E : Hermina Maltez (the lady in the center) has 7
children and has raised 3 others. All of her children except one
are baptized and members—a wonderful and faithful family.
R I G H T : Felix Maltez and family, except for two little boys
who remained at home. This is by beautiful Lake Masaya where
his wife Teresa, son Armando, and daughter Myra were baptized.
Don (title of respect) Felix is in our doctrine class now. At least
50 people witnessed the baptismal ceremony.
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Where there is vision there is hope.

If One Really Cares
Judith Angell
"Five blocks wide and three blocks
long"—surrounded by onion, grass, mint
and berry fields—this is Labish Village.
An area of mixed races and cultures,
with rapid turnover of population,
many of the people are field workers,
migrants, or ex-migrants.
Most of the children and youth would
like to get away from field work. They
seem to feel that staying in school is the
only way they can do it. Some of them
are literally fighting to stay in school.
Most of the children and youth here
could be properly termed disadvantaged.
The Marion County Sheriff has said
that this is the worst delinquent area in
and around Salem. The major problem
with the youth, I feel, is "nothing to
do"—nothing but to think up mischief
and get into trouble. The only diversion
besides the drinking parties is a drive-in
movie—about a half mile down the
road—into which they sneak. When I
first started working with them I heard,
"There's nothing to do but walk the
streets."
Looking at them I would guess that
they are a full two years older than their
chronological age. Many of them smoke
and drink, but only two families have
kids I would describe as hard. The one
family, of girls, has organized a gang;
membership requires vandalism, stealing
something, and staying out on an all-

night drunk. They give those who don't
want to join or go along with their plans
a rough time. One night we had four
boys suddenly appear on our doorstep
and stay an unusually long time. They
asked Deb, our eighteen-year-old foster
daughter, to take them home. The
reason: boys imported from Portland to
beat them up.
Since we have started our activities
group there have been only two major
acts of vandalism—and one of these by a
boy not yet in our group. We are hitting
probably 75% of the village teenagers.
Approximately 30 have come at one
time or another; 19 are regularsNegroes, Mexicans, and whites.
A Program With a Vision
It has worked out something like this'
Once a month we have a film, once we
go to the gym for basketball practice,
volleyball, or free play. Twice a week
we have speakers. Currently on Tuesday
we are having a camp training program
sponsored by the YMCA. We are hoping
this will lead to some of our youth
being able to participate as camp counselors this summer for weekend outings
or summer camps.
On Thursday we play basketball,
volleyball, or softball, or go to a program in Salem—such as the Latinos, a
Latin American Christian rock group, a
circus, or a safari program. The com-

munity has definitely been behind our
group in donating tickets. Some Saturdays we take in fun things, like the
snow at Hoodoo, skating, bowling or
swimming. Or work!—like a car wash,
picking up bottles, or collecting papers
to sell. The group voted to work and
earn money so that the group could pay
for the individuals to go. Many of our
families are on welfare; and even the
dime each week to ride the bus
"rented" from the Haven School for
Exceptional Children is hard to come
by.
We sometimes have social activities in
connection with our Monday meetings
—like popcorn, or a chili feed, or a taffy
pull. I would like to include as many
activities a.s possible for the growth and
learning of these youth. Most of them
had no idea what a taffy pull was when
it was announced. Some had never been
to the snow and only two have ever
been camping. They, need an enriched
program just to bring them up to the
level of most teenagers. They need to
learn to use their leisure time profitably
and to find out what the rest of the
world does.
Our meetings either begin or end with
a Bible story or object lesson, depending
on the type of meeting. I have complete
and rapt attention during a Bible story.
Generally the group is restless and has
trouble sitting for any length of time.
Our business meetings have gone from
dead silence—no one would say anything!—to a discussion of everything
said.
Mr. Levette from the Boy Scouts has
been most interested and helpful to us.
We called him about starting a full
scouting program here. We have a man
interested in leading the Explorer group
but no one to take the Cubs. Almost
none of the parents are interested in
helping, and we badly need a man to
help with all these boys. We have 20
boys and 9 girls.
Mrs. Cooper is starting a club for girls
8 to 12 years old. She will tell Bible
stories, have memory work and a craft
program. A Sunshine club meets on
(Continued on page twenty-one)
Part of a Monday evening teen-group.

Evangelical Visitor
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The Opportunity We Have
Don Shafer
If someone asks, as they frequently
do, what plan our denomination has for
teaching the Scriptures, I now have a
good answer. Beginning this Fall, October, 1970, we have the WORD OF
LIGHT materials available for our Sunday school curriculum and other teaching situations. These WORD OF LIGHT
materials are both our own and imprinted literature. Our resource for imprinting is the Bible-in-Life materials from
the D. C. Cook Company. This gives us
an orderly, relevant, age graded, and life
related curriculum for everyone from
nursery through adult groupings. Here is
an opportunity to tell others that, as a
Brotherhood, we are concerned about
the tools our teachers use in sharing
their faith and knowledge of the Scriptures. It is good to be able to refer to
our own WORD OF LIGHT curriculum.
Now, if a family moves, and more are
these days, and they find it necessary to
transfer from one Brethren in Christ
congregation to another, they would
discover the same Scriptural studies.
This, of course, would only be true if
each Sunday school takes the opportunity of using the WORD OF LIGHT
materials. This would avoid the confusion and frustration of finding in one
Sunday school a unified study of the
Scriptures and visiting another to find a
rather scattered and unrelated presentation of the Scriptures. Here is an opportunity for every Sunday school to have
a sound, evangelical, Bible based curriculum and know that the other Brethren in Christ Sunday schools are studying the same. If our schools use WORD
OF LIGHT we will all be sharing the
Scriptures based on common theology
and teaching principles.
Furthermore, if all or most of our
congregations are using the WORD OF
LIGHT materials, we have an opportunity for more effective teacher training. We will be able to refer to the tools
being used and have a common understanding. Also we will be able to suggest
auxiliary items that will be of mutual
benefit. Here is an opportunity to have
more unified and practical teacher trainThe writer serves in the dual role of
Executive Director of the Board of Christian
Education and Director of Sunday Schools.
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ing because we are together on our basic
.resource materials.
Again, in a cooperative approach, in
using Sunday school materials, we can
better serve one another. This will provide an opportunity for better communication between congregational pastors and workers,-and general church
leaders and servants. It will enable us to
share in an improved total Christian
Education program. The Publication
Board will be working even more intensely with the Board of Christian
Education in content evaluation and
improvement of our own WORD OF
LIGHT materials. Our Christian Light
Bookstores will serve you well, as distributors of this literature, because they
too are together with us in this opportunity.
Plans can be laid for regional workshops and conventions that will be more
specific for Sunday school teachers and
workers if we are all using the same
tools. Here is an opportunity to share
with . each other how we use these
WORD OF LIGHT materials. And we
can unitedly discover the strengths and
weaknesses of our Sunday school materials, as well as how to use them most
effectively. The Commission on Sunday
School will try to gear its promotion
and contacts to help teachers and
leaders to use these tools to the best
advantage. In other words, here is an
opportunity for church-wide cooperation that is possible because we are all
using a common resource in our teaching ministries.
Another opportunity we will have is
that of building into the curriculum
special studies of our ,own. This could
be any number of subjects for different
age groups. It could be on doctrine,
current issues, heritage, or topical concerns. This will be possible as we cooperate with all concerned in such an
adventure.
Obviously there is not a curriculum
written that would please every local
church, and surely not every teacher.
Even if we wrote all our own materials
there would be some who would have
other preferences. But after a number of
years of study and decision we believe
we have a good set of materials for all

ages-the WORD OF LIGHT curricur
lum.
In order to "buy up" the opportunities of unity, cooperation, teacher training, promotion, service, communication,
effectiveness, inspiration and motivation, we would call on every Sunday
school to lay aside personal preferences
and share in using WORD OF LIGHT
materials.
We believe that, together, we can
improve our teaching ministries. No tool
can ever replace the person who has
been touched by God and is willing to
share his faith by teaching others. But
with good tools a Spirit-filled person
can share his faith more effectively. We
have an opportunity! Let us all take
advantage of it and thereby edify the
church.

The Prophetic Role
(Continued f r o m page eleven)

they jar us loose from customary and
hallowed modes of thought and action.
They challenge the sanctity of the status
quo in matters of belief and conduct.
For this reason the church has not been
averse to "stoning its prophets." I believe some resistance and resentment to
Colleges has been provoked by unwelcomed voices of prophecy that
emanate from the campus.
A college has a prophetic leadership
role to fulfill but it also has a distinct
following role. One should not assume
that the Christian academic community
has a monopoly on the prophetic role
for certainly some pastors, evangelists,
and others will be called of God to be
special spokesmen. Neither should it be
taken for granted that all criticisms,
oppositions, admonitions, and interpretations coming from Christian academic
circles are prophetic in nature. Some
voices from the College community can
be indiscriminate, and in error. May
God grant us the discernment to recognize the prophetic messages since the
Christian College community has both
the characteristics and the commitment
uniquely suited to sustain the prophetic
role.
19

Religious News
Americans United Score
Lodge Vatican Appointment
"An egregious violation of this nation's tradition of separation of church
and state and a false appeal for Catholic
votes by President Nixon."
That's how Glenn L. Archer, executive director of Americans United for
Separation of Church and State, described President Nixon's appointment
of Henry Cabot Lodge as his personal
representative to the Vatican.
"(It) is another of those unwise moves
which brings the Nixon Administration
into ill repute," Archer charged. "Administration spokesmen gave solemn assurance that no move of this kind was
to be made.
"The Vatican is neither fish nor fowl.
It claims to be a church when this selves
its purpose and a state when that seems
advantageous," Archer said. "The facts
are that it is a clerical-political amalgam."
Scripture In 1413 Languages
At least one book of the Bible had
been published by various organizations
in 1,413 languages, at the end of 1969,
according to a report by the United
Bible Societies released here by the
American Bible Society. This represents
an increase last year of 21 languages in
which one book or more of the Scriptures had been published for the first
time.
Presbyterians Receive Sex Study,
Careful Not To Imply Endorsement
The 182nd United Presybterian General Assembly voted in its session in
Chicago to receive for study a long and
thorough-going paper on "Sexuality and
the Human Community."
The action was taken with the stipulation that it not be construed as an
endorsement of the report.
The document was recommended to
the 3.2 million member denomination
"for study and appropriate action." Its
receipt came after nearly three hours of
debate, including efforts to strike it
down entirely.
Rhodesia Cites "Rationale"
Of Land Tenure Act
In another response to the challenge
of Christian Churches in Rhodesia, the
government of Prime Minister Ian Smith
has issued an eight-page pamphlet explaining, "in simple terms," its controversial Land Tenure Act.
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Except for the Dutch Reformed
Church, virtually all Christian Churches
have denounced Rhodesia's new constitution with its supplementary Land
Tenure Act as irreconcilable with the
Christian faith, "since they entrench
separation and discrimination solely on
the basis of race."
The Act divides the country into two
areas of approximately equal size—one
area for the 250,000 whites, the other
for the nearly 5 million blacks—and
forbids "occupation" of one area by
members of the other race.
In a recent joint declaration, church
leaders stated flatly that they would
disobey certain provisions of the Act,
by refusing to register as "voluntary
organizations" as required to own or
occupy land in both designated racial
areas. They insisted that they intended
to carry on their work in both areas
without registering.
The Christian spokesmen claim the
Act will prevent interracial worship and
socio-religious work across the color
line.
Frank Laubach Is Dead
Dr. Frank Laubach, famed "apostle to
the illiterates," died in Syracuse, N.Y.,
at the age of 85 on June 11. Through
his "each one teach one" approach to
literacy, untold numbers of persons
around the globe learned to read. Dr.
Laubach began his missionary career in
1915 with the United Church of Christ
in the Philippines.
UC To Offer First Religion Study
Religion as an academic discipline will
be introduced this fall by the University
of California at Berkeley for the first
time in its 100-year history.
"More than 50 faculty members will
be involved in teaching courses in the
new field," Prof. John T. Noonan, Jr.,
of the School of Law said.
Noonan cited growing interest in religion as the reason for the new program.
"Key 7 3 " Offers
Cooperative Outreach
A major new plan for cooperation
evangelism among Protestant churches
has been announced, to be directed
through an office set up in St. Louis.
Titled "Key ' 7 3 " because it had its
birth in the Key Bridge Consultations in
Washington, D.C., and will be climaxed
in 1973, the evangelism scheme is described as "a completely new thing."
" ' K e y ' 7 3 ' is the first time that
groups as diverse as Lutherans, Baptists
and Methodists are coordinating their
evangelistic approach on a national
scale," said Dr. Theodore A. Raedeke,
chairman of the 15-member "Key ' 7 3 "
executive committee.
"Key ' 7 3 " is considered the North
American counterpart of the Evangelism-in-Depth campaigns developed by
the Latin American Mission and conducted under various names in Africa as
well as in Latin America.

Bishop H. A. Ginder represented the
Brethren in Christ and is a member of
the Executive Committee.
Canada Evangelical Fellowship
Elects Mariano DiGangi as
New President
With "Unity in Diversity" as their
theme the Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada held their annual conference in
Knox Church, Toronto. Dr. Oswald
Hoffmann, Dr. Joel Nederhood, Dr.
Myron Augsburger, the H o n o r a b l e
Ernest C. Manning, and Commissioner
Clarence Wiseman were the featured
speakers.
Robert N. Thompson of Alberta and
Walter Dinsdale of Manitoba-both
members of Parliament—moderated panel discussions. Besides Dr. Mariano
DiGangi's being elected President, Rev.
William Newel was made Vice President,
Rev. Chas. Tipp Secretary, Mr. Allen
Scott Treasurer.
Some 5,000 people were in attendance. Discussed were topics on evangelism, communications, and social concern.
Wesleyans, Free Methodists,
Confer on Merger
The Committee on Merger Exploration (COME) has been formed to discuss
the merger of the Wesleyan Church and
the Free Methodist Church.
Thirteen members from each church
gave time to discussing (1) the status of
merger in the Wesleyan Church, (2) the
mood or climate for merger in each of
the denominations, (3) the sharing of
statistics on the departments, agencies,
and other functions of the two denominations, (4) areas needing study, and
(5) methods of procedure.

MCC Reduces Budget
A 10 percent slice from the Mennonite Central Committee's 1970 program
budget was approved by its executive
committee in session on May 21, in light
of decreased contributions from supporting constituencies. This amounts to
a total reduction of $108,500 of which
$ 100,000 is from overseas programs.
Asia programs, especially in Korea
and India, which rely heavily on contributed funds, were reduced the most;
Latin America and the Middle East
programs had $18,000 each pared from
their projects. MCC programs in SubSahara Africa emerged nearly unscathed
with only a $1,000 reduction. Budgets
for d o m e s t i c p r o g r a m s w e r e n o t
touched, except for a similar 10 percent
cut in Akron administration budgets.
In the treasurer's report to the executive committee it was further noted that
contributions totaling $100,000 were
needed to erase the deficits in the MCC
Overseas Services and Peace Section
funds.
Evangelical Visitor

The General Council
(Continued f r o m page seven)

Serious controversy would develop
around the sanctification question in
the 1890's; group sentiment would
polarize; future General Councils would
wrestle with the problem of more precise definition of the doctrine. The
General Council of 1887, however,
made the crucial decision that the
Church would be open rather than
closed to the Wesleyan concept of the
deeper Christian life. In so doing it
paved the way for that eclectic combination of eighteenth century Anabaptism and evangelical Pietism with nineteenth century Wesleyanism, which
combination is so characteristically and
uniquely Brethren in Christ.
We turn finally to the growing interest
in foreign missions as an important
factor in Brethren restlessness in the late
nineteenth century. This was not the
beginning of missionary concern in the
brotherhood. Our folklore includes traditions of early horseback evangelism.
The first General Council minutes in
1871 record an action to create "a
general Missionary Fund"; the missionary theme recurs again and again in
succeeding Council minutes.
What was different about the missionary ferment in the Church in the
1890's was the growing sense of urgency
to carry the Gospel abroad, that is,
beyond the confines of the United
States and Canada; the cry now was for
"foreign missions." Hettie Fernbaugh,
the first Brethren in Christ foreign
missionary, kindled the imagination of
many when she went to Morocco in
1894 under the auspices of the Gospel
Missionary Union.
At this time of destiny a remarkable
woman, Mrs. Rhoda E. Lee, came forward to provide a dynamic catalyst for
the foreign mission movement. She
somehow found a forum in General
Council to which, in two successive
years, she read papers pleading with the
Church to commit itself on behalf of
the heathen.
Mrs. Lee presented her first paper to
the Council in 1894 in the Bethel
Church in Kansas. The official outcome
of the mission debate at that Council
has been preserved for us in the following minute: "On motion it was decided
to organize a Foreign Mission Fund and
appoint a treasurer. Brother Jacob E.
Stauffer, of Newton, Harvey County,
Kansas, was duly appointed."
It is our good fortune that something
of the drama and suspense of that
General Council have been preserved for
us in other sources. The foreign mission
issue apparently remained in doubt until
the final "day of the three-day Council.
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Then the delegates and others were
startled when Elder Jacob E. Stauffer
rose and went forward to place on the
council table a five dollar bill for foreign
missions. This was too good an opportunity for Mrs. Lee to miss! She seized a
hat and passed it through the audience.
An onlooker reported that "The conference members and others were like
spellbound and no one had any remarks
to make." Jacob H. Eshelman was said
to have put the first five dollars in the
hat, and by the close of Conference,
thirty-five dollars were in the treasury.
Rhoda Lee's work was not done. Her
second paper was read to the General
Council of 1895 convened at Stayner,
Ontario. This time she probed mercilessly into the conscience of the Church.
The following excerpt reflects her passion and style:
In some localities in our country
the words River Brethren are but
another name for prosperity, and I
speak it to our shame that in the
190 years [sic] of our church's
existence she has never sent a
foreign missionary to the field. It is
a marvel to many that a church
professing separation and whose
members possess such a large
amount of property has not done
so.
With this strong assist from Mrs. Lee,
foreign mission concern crystallized in
the formation of a foreign mission
board of three—Peter Steckley of Ontario, B. F. Hoover of Ohio, and J. E.
Stauffer of Kansas. As a result, by
December, 1897 the Jesse Engle missionary party was en route to South
Africa.
Much might be added to this partial
sketch of the place of General Council
in the life of the brotherhood. What has
been said, however, appears adequate to
illustrate that the story of the Council
is, in a very real sense, the history of the
Brethren in Christ Church.

If One Really Cares
(Continued f r o m page eighteen)

Thursday at one o'clock when the grade
school children get out of school. The
attendance varies from 3 to 25, the
average being around 12.
Looking to the future—not too distantly—we hope to add programs for
men and women. A ladies' sewing circle
and an English class especially for migrant women would be appreciated, I
think—also a film here once a week for
adults. The men also need a recreational
devotional type program for them—and
men to help them with it.
(Continued on page twenty-three)

From the Editor
(Continued f r o m page two)

For our church fathers correct doctrine
was not something to be held but something to be lived, out. They called it
obedience.
It would be unrealistic for the church
to focus our attention on doctrine
(truth) without recognizing the role of
the church's schools and colleges. In
these institutions each generation is
trained. Here future pastors and congregational leaders are taught. The influence of these institutions is beyond
question.
The church does well to understand
that her educational institutions are a
part of the body of Christ. They have a
role to fill in the denomination's life. As
Dr. Hostetter points out, it includes a
prophetic role—a role not always understood nor appreciated. But so it has
always been with the prophets.
It is interesting to observe that in the
Centennial Conference issue of the
Visitor we carry a report on Zambia's
annual conference. If history continues
one wonders what will be the shape of
things when they observe their centennial.
A report in pictures visually portrays
the growth of the church in Nicaragua.
How does one bear a Christian witness
and carry on a Christian ministry where
all those qualities and structures we
consider essential to stability and character are missing? The article "If One
Really Cares" is the story of a congregation that is trying.
Our Executive Director of Christian
Education reminds the church of the
real opportunity we now have with the
WORD OF LIGHT curriculum-and the
importance of all our Sunday schools
joining in its use.
We chose to ask one of our most
respected churchmen to share in the
feature "Between Brethren." Dr. C. N.
Hostetter, Jr., jvas recently honored on
the occasion of the 50th anniversary of
his ordination to the ministry. It is of
significance that Dr. Hostetter takes this
opportunity to speak to the pastors and
future pastors.
Our thanks to all who contributed to
this Centennial issue. One wonders what
the next one hundred years holds for
the church. Many believe that God will
draw the curtains across this stage of
history before another century passes.
We do not know. We are not called to
know. We are called to be faithful in
seeking to know the truth; in the
proclamation of truth; and in the doing
of the truth. Faithful to Him who said,
"I am the truth .. ."
21

The Conference Sermon

Living Doctrine
(Continued f r o m page five)

the Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana, spoke to this point. The
basis was Hebrews 4:12: "For the Word
of God is quick and powerful..."
Brother Klassen brought that passage to
life showing that the verse is saying,
"The Word of God, he is alive and
working . . ." He is the personal Word
who quickens, penetrates, and sifts us,
and yet who is sinlessly sympathetic. He
was the Word who moved our fathers
out of the comfort and complacency of
formalism into personal spiritual vitality, and from the pleasant association of
the informal fellowships to the demands
of the Bible-searching River Brethren
communion.
Doctrine is living, but being men we
are ever confronted by the temptation
to harden and institutionalize the living
reality. J. C. Hoekendijk (The Church

dare not succumb to the spirit and
expression of religion-in-general—or
even of evangelicalism of questionable
types—if we are to be true to our genius.
Martin Schrag's recent dissertation is
provocative in pointing to the threat of
culture to the Brethren in Christ spirit
in denominational accommodation to
culture religion from the 1880's forward. In our services and style of life
the Brethren in Christ must make a clear
witness according to its own lights. As
one brother stated in private correspondence: "We would like to see the group
become more of a 'voice' and less of an
'echo.'"
But the temptation to accommodation does not come only from nationalistic, militaristic, racist evangelicals or
from religion-in-general. There is a
powerful drawing from some quarters to
accommodate to anti-institutional elements which cry for freedom in religious belief and expression. The tempting freedom, as Donald G. Miller, de-

The Bible-oriented spirit of quest of the early River Brethren
must continue to be a part of the living expression of the
church . . . the Word must be lived through the body. The
Incarnation continues through the Word set free in the lives
of changed people. To talk, discuss, institutionalize the Word
is not enough; it must be the living Word through people.
Inside Out) demonstrates the pattern
that occurs within the church: Word
leads to ideology; communication (from
beyond) leads to proclamation; and our
experience leads to explanation. Woe is
to us when the underlying facts of
God's doctrine are superseded by our
statements about them. Watchman Nee
(What Shall This Man Do? p. 55) sounds
the same concern writing that for Paul
doctrine is everywhere backed by experience.
We are ever called to sound the
depths, to go beyond the articulation,
the explanation, the institutionalization.
And this is part of what our age is
calling upon the church to do: to go to
the source of its power and from the
Fountain of Life to drink deeply again
that out of it may flow rivers of living
water. Here is the source of our'power
for the growth of faith.
What has been true of the Brethren in
Christ historically is true today: some
dangers more than others confront us in
our concern for doctrine as vital, growing faith. Among others, three such
dangers may be noted here:
First, there is the danger of accommodation. Our reason-to-be as Brethren
in Christ is that our denominational
synthesis and life-expression in loyalty
to the doctrine of God are unique. We
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clares ("Toward a Theology of Evangelism, II," Christianity Today, May 22,
1970, p. 9), often turns out to be based
on political, sociological, or economic
terms. He writes, "For the Christian tp
deal with freedom apart from God's
redemptive work in Jesus Christ,... is
.... finally self-defeating." I am not
here to defend the establishment or to
appeal for continued use of outmoded
methods; but I declare that we must
stand firm upon the doctrine of God,
not accommodating to the Right nor to
the Left. This has been the Brethren in
Christ way. And it calls for walking a
razor's edge!
Second, there is the danger of rigidity.
To this point we have spoken enough:
the ideology, the statement, the institution dare never take the place of the
living, flowing God-life within His
church.
Third, there is the danger of polarization. A significant aspect of the Brethren in Christ mind has been the ability
to maintain spiritual concerns in tension. By this I mean that in areas in
which for the moment we have not been
able clearly to ascertain what is the
doctrine of God, we have kept channels
of communication open that we might
continue to minister mutually to one
another. For example: we do not all see

eye to eye on the precise way in which
the Holy Spirit ministers to the believer,
or on the balance of emphasis between
social action and revivalism, or on a
single seminary where our ministerial
students should train.
Because we are human, and because
the truth of God is too vast for any one
of us or for all of us together to grasp in
toto there shall be differences of view.
We shall continue to share with one
another and pray together and discipline
one another as we move toward a
meeting of minds. Thus we shall adorn
the doctrine of God. But, if we begin to
choose up sides and to speak only in
notes of accusation and recrimination
toward each other a day of sorrow is at
hand. This is to depart from the spirit of
the Brethren. Our mutual concern is to
adorn the doctrine of God by wholesouled response to its living, growing
truth among us.
Ill Doctrine: The Living Expression
". . . who gave himself for us that he
might redeem us . . . and purify unto
himself a people zealous of good
works" (Titus 2:13).
In beginning it has been our purpose
to see the fundamental principles of the
denomination as lively seed, the healthful teaching necessary to a vital organism. Next, we examined doctrine as a
living, growing reality—with emphasis
upon life as a quality of the doctrine of
God. Now, we would see living doctrine
in terms of its final issue—the fruit. The
doctrine of God comes forth in living
expression. The concerns of that expression are pointed to in Paul's word to
Titus before us. It involves the Word,
the world, and the work.
Concluding his call to all Christians to
"adorn the doctrine of God," Paul
accomplishes in a few lines a summary of the truth of doctrine, a distillation of the written Word into an allencompassing call to faith and action.
He declares that the life-giving grace of
God has come bringing salvation and
power to experience life on a new level
as God's own redeemed people, quickened by hope and zealous of good
worKS. Paul is implying that living the
doctrine is related to knowing the doctrine by the Word.
As the Bible and the hymnbook were
the center of the devotional life of the
fathers—if not their total library—so the
Word must continue to be fundamental
to living doctrine within the fellowship.
As ignorance of the Word increases in
the world-at-large the burden becomes
greater upon every believer to be a
person of the Word. We cannot afford
to depend upon our clergy alone to
minister the Word in the world. Indeed,
in the spirit of the early Brethren, we
must be theologically equipped-trained
Evangelical Visitor

in the Word. This calls for a clergy
thoroughly prepared in the Word and
freed from non-essential chores that
each might have time as a teaching elder
to equip the laity for the ministry to
which each is called. Elton Trueblood
(The Company of the Committed, p.
61) voices his hope for the church in
this regard, writing: "The fact that
thousands of men and women who are
employed in secular occupations now
affirm openly and without undue selfconsciousness that they are ministers of
Christ in common life is a source of
tremendous hope." To this we are
called, and for this we must equip our
people.
The Bible-oriented spirit of quest of
the early River Brethren must continue
to be a part of the living expression of
the church—that each may know the
Word and be equipped through the
Word for his ministry. This, however, is
but the beginning: the Word must be
lived out through the body. The incarnation continues through the Word set
free in the lives of changed people. To
talk, discuss, institutionalize the Word is
not enough; it must be the living Word
through people.
According to Paul's writing to Titus
the place where the Word is to be lived
out is the world, " . . . we should live
soberly and righteously and godly in
this present world." A valid insight of
much contemporary C h r i s t i a n i t y regardless of some response to the contrary—is that the focus of God's activity
is the world. The world, not the church
building is the focus of our ministry.
Trueblood (Incendiary Fellowship, p.
101) quotes Harold Loukes to the
point, " . . . the Church is not a tribe for
the improvement in holiness of people
who think it would be pleasant to be
holy, a means to the integration of
character for those who cannot bear
their conflicts. It is a statement for the
divine intention for humanity."
This is truth we see only occasionally
grasped in our denominational history,
yet the principle of discipleship—
following Christ into the world of men
in love, witness, and service—is basic in
our heritage. Today we are without
excuse: We know there is a bleeding and
broken world God loves "out there"; it
needs a loving heart and .a healing hand.
The afflictions of men—the people we
work with, go to school with, shop
with, neighbor with—are so familiar that
we need not enumerate them. But, these
in their afflictions will not come to us in
our holy places; we will have to go to
them in love, accepting them,-listening
to them, open to them until they can
begin to trust us. Then—and only then
—can we begin to talk to them authentically about the love of Christ.
The world is where the living expresJuly 10, 1970

sion of doctrine is to happen. But
sometimes we are too busy at the
church building—or in other interests—
to get around to our ministry. A statement from our own Director of Christian Service Ministries reveals a grief
that cannot be hid and a judgment we
cannot escape:
Often there is evidence of a
sense of guilt that the church is
more deaf to the world's groanings than is our secular society.
Clearly, the most direct and
searching questions being asked
this office come from our young
people. They are troubled, for
instance, by the fact that business
usually determines the life-style of
our people. It troubles them when
church people do not set aside
economic advantage, family interests, professional ambitions, personal honor and safety, for the
primary concerns of the Christian
life in ministering to the needs of
a disintegrating society.
Here, then, is the work which confronts us as we meet together in this
Centennial Conference: we must give
living expression of the Word in a needy
world, " . . . a people for His own possession, zealous of good works." Paul's
word is clear: good works arise out of a
relationship. This is not a call to activism, attaching oneself to some popular
cause or current protest—though there
are plenty of causes about which our
protest as Brethren in Christ should be
clearly heard. W. A. Visser 't Hooft (The
Renewal of the Church, pp. 90-91) put
it to us bluntly: " 'Be ye renewed' does
not mean: 'Get busy and find some
different and better method of Christian
action.' It means: 'Expose yourself to
the life-giving work of God. Pray that
He may make the dry bones come to
life. Expect great things from Him. And
get ready to do what He commands.' "
Visser 't Hooft is not opposing new
and better methods of doing God's
work in the world. The condition of the
70's calls for techniques and approaches
that we have not yet dreamed of. We
must engage our best, most creative
people and our most out-going, loving
people to show us the way and to lead
us in contact and witness in the decade
we have entered.
Conclusion
As we mark the completion of a
century of Brethren in Christ General
Conferences I am narrow-minded or
stubborn enough to believe that the
Brethren in Christ continue to have a
witness to make. That witness is in
terms of living doctrine: First, doctrine
as the vital, dynamic, moving, ever new
Word of God. And second, doctrine that
is lived out by a people equipped and
made new by the Holy Spirit to live out

that doctrine in the world of the- 70's.
Our excuse for being is the uniqueness
of our heritage of culture, concern, and
conviction—but only as the quality of
these is manifested in life and given
away in our present world.
What shall be the symbol that characterizes our fellowship as we pass this
centennial mark? Shall it be the steepled
church? Or the congregation sitting in
the sanctuary? Or the record book? Or
the offering plate? None of these give us
reason for existence. May we be symbolized by living doctrine, the people of
God in the world, zealous of good
works, adorning the doctrine of God!
If One Really Cares
(Continued f r o m page twenty-one)

Also I am interested in seeing a
tutoring program one night a weektutoring not in the usual sense of the
term, as most of these kids are poor in
school and sick of it. I am thinking
more in terms of perception training
and fun type things that aid in school
work-spelling baseball, and other educative games that teachers seldom take
time for in school. We plan to take the
group to the Oregon Museum and
Science Institute and on industrial field
trips. Eventually I would like to see
something going on each night of the
week for those interested.
Four of our boys have met Jesus
Christ and as yet we have not even
talked salvation. Our Bible stories have
mostly been exciting ones from the Old
Testament. After they have learned to
sit and to work together and apply what
is going into them we want to start
making Jesus Christ a real person, not a
swear word.
Our older Sunday school class has a
fairly stable but small attendance; the
children's Sunday school has different
children each week—sometimes not even
a single child that was there the week
before, making continuity in program
impossible. There is certainly a great
need here for the Gospel but it must be
presented in a way that people can
understand and profit by. The Gospel
needs to hit where these people live.
They are so needy and so left out.
This village could be an entirely different place in which to live a year from
now! This has been Satan's territory and
whenever the Lord starts making inroads into his territory, there is opposition. There has been and I'm sure
will continue to be opposition, but the
Lord is faithful and He watches out for
His own.
Wanted: More men of valor at Labish
Community Church!
Therefore pray!
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Home

Mutually Committed
Bob Price in collaboration with Linda

These days it appears that many
marriages are based on things other than
love; such as wealth, mutual exploitation, activity, service to mankind, convenience or prestige. It seems that most
married couples claim their marriages
are based on love, yet in reality, the
partners will not bend to a mutual
cooperation that releases the joy which
is possible in marriage. Among Christian
couples, the difficulties of marriage are
brought on by violation of scriptural
principles that God has set forth. Every
marriage has some foundation which
will support, or fail to support it.
Both of us had given our lives and
future to Jesus Christ Himself. As a
result of experiencing His love, we
desired to do all God had for us to do.
The specific leading of the Holy Spirit
led us into the particular ministry of
Campus Crusade for Christ. God had
called us separately to the same purpose, and we met while on Campus
Crusade Staff. Jesus promised that if we
lost our lives in Him, we would find
them. We believed that He was reliable
and would keep His promise. Our marriage revolved around this basic assumption; He loved us and was reliable.
Spiritually we were a match. We were
concerned for our own spiritual growth
as well as having a desire for sharing
Christ with others. We had seen other
Christians concerned with only their
own lives and this was not what we
wanted. We became convinced that the
Great Commission was given to all
Christians not only to reach the world
for Christ but also as fulfillment in the
lives of those involved in the Commission. Life is then pushed from the
realm of the good into the realm of the
best. Involvement in the lives of others
has enriched our marriage. It has
Bob and Linda are on the Campus Crusade
Staff at Berkeley. Linda is a graduate of the
University of Texas with a B.S. in Special
Education. Bob is a graduate of the University
of California
at Berkeley with a B.S. in
electrical engineering. He is a member of the
Upland Brethren in Christ Church. An accomplished long-distance runner, he was an alternate on the 1968 U. S. Olympic
Team,
entering the steeplechase.
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brought us together in prayer. We discovered that it was this very involvement that caused us to discover what
our priorities were as we coordinated
the spiritual, physical, intellectual and
social areas of our lives.
Both Linda and I were sports enthusiasts. Linda lovingly transferred her love
for football to a helpful interest in my
involvement in competitive track and
field. Cooking balanced meals, encouraging me, helping schedule time for
daily workouts, served as active demonstrations of her desire to share this part
of my life. We do some running together
also. What pleasant conversations and
fun we have as we exercise together.
Very much as a result of God's
working in our lives, we came to see
that we had been developing and growing together quite naturally. But the
active schedule, resulting from our deep
involvement in the lives of others had
produced a problem area. We weren't
interested in each other's interests apart
from athletics and the ministry. Linda
felt she was not known by me in an
intellectual way and vice versa. So we've
learned to enjoy studying each other's'
interests, together. For example, one
Saturday we took an entire afternoon
and went to the library to study a topic
that Linda had chosen; interior decorating. Both of us thoroughly enjoyed the
afternoon. Although we had no home of
our own we applied some of what we
learned by hanging a tapestry. We look
forward to more afternoons of study
together.
While on our honeymoon we listed
some life-time goals; trusting God to
fulfill those goals which were in His plan
for us, and to filter out those which
were not. At the time we listed them
they existed only as personal goals, but
now we see that the goals of one can be
explored by the other, to cause our lives
to become more united.
We pray that others who are too busy
in material pursuits to experience the
balance and fulfillment of life that we
have discovered, will be able to trust
God to turn a lop-sided life into a
well-rounded one. We have found that

the verse, "But seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be added unto
you" is a reality in our lives.

Memoirs
(Continued f r o m page nine)

Peace, Relief, and Service Committee's
recommendations to the 1942 Conference precipitated an urgent consideration of our position. Our men were
being called to military service. Some
faced grave situations, others perplexed
and frustrated, sought for guidance.
That meeting took a clear stand on the
doctrine which was slightly modified by
the Conference of 1943 (a restricted
conference due to the various war-time
ration difficulties). The scriptural research that followed has not only reaffirmed our former tenet but has
broadened our concept of the doctrine
of peace as a way of life in all its
departments. It is well set forth in our
Manual approved in 1961.
Space and perhaps the reader's patience will not permit mentioning other
history-setting conclaves.
Following one of our great conferences, a brother, now departed, said,
"One does not catch the spirit of the
Brethren in Christ Church unless he
attends General Conference." This
would also be true of other groups.
Having attended forty-four of those
delightful annual occasions I heartily
agree with that statement. The atmosphere and inspiration engendered has
given the Brethren in Christ a unique
place in the field of evangelism in the
century just past. To God be the glory.
Evangelical Visitor

Youth
A Son's Prayer
The Ralph Jennings family moved into the Clarence Center, New
York community while I was serving as pastor there. They joined the
church, became active participants, and won their way into our
hearts. Some years ago Ralph's business took him and the family to
Erie, Pennsylvania, where they now live. Garry graduated from
Messiah College last spring. His brother, Rick, attended there this
past year. A few months ago tragedy struck this happy family. Mrs.
Jennings died of cancer. At the funeral, in which I shared, the
sorrowing family gathered around the casket and Garry prayed the
following prayer. It was eloquent and touched each of us deeply.
Garry's attempt to reproduce it in writing is good, but falls short of
his extemporaneous prayer at the funeral. -Page Ed.

Dear Lord, at times like these we as a
family find it hard to express how we
really feel.
We want to thank you for being with
us these past twenty-five years. We want
to especially thank you for Mom. Each
one of us feels that our lives have

The Jennings family—back row (I to r) Garry, Rick, Dale, and
Ralph. Front: Kevin.

become part of hers. We have a lot of
memories of the past twenty-five years
and Mom has really molded our lives
over these years.
But today we want to especially
thank you for what Mom showed us
these past two weeks. She showed us a

Letter to a Grandson in College
Herewith a letter from a 1970 retired
man to his 19-year-old grandson, long
hair and all, on the university campus:
Dear Johnnie:
When a man communicates with his
college grandson, a letter is a bit out of
the ordinary—a nice check or a box of
goodies would be considered more fitting. But I have something to say to
you. I think it would prove more
valuable to < you than anything else I
could send.
You are living in an environment that
is probably as dangerous as any a young
man ever faced. All around you on
campus are political activists, drug users,
free-sex advocates, militant malcontents
and incompetents with loud voices. All
must exert pressures of some kind on
you, and every night your Mother and
Dad, as well as Grandma and I, say a
little prayer of thankfulness that so far
you have kept your balance.
What I have to say may give you a
little more strength.
July 10, 1970

Your parents, and certainly your
grandparents, are part of the "establishment" that seems so despised on campus now. Not that we own corporations
or have much money but because our
well-being and the "territory" we have
staked out in our society are all tied
into the established order of things. If
forced to it, we would fight more
fiercely to hold what we have than your
contemporaries would to wreck it.
And is the "establishment" really so
bad? I don't want t6 detail what my
generation and your father's have done
since, say, 1900 to better the lots of
mankind. You can get the story in your
history books. For your own good I
think you should.
I think also that you should do a bit
of reflecting on another cliche of the
pseudo-intellectuals around you—the
"Generation Gap." My father's generation had it. Mine had it. Now your
father's has it. Except for slight variations in tune, all have been about the
same. Can't some of your learned professors tell you this?

strength which we could have gotten
from no other person or experience. A
strength which each of us needs to live
our lives here without her.
She showed us a courage greater than
any we have ever seen and most of all a
faith which none of us will forget.
Lord, you took our Mom from us this
week. All we ask in return is that you
give us her strength, courage, and faith.
Now, Lord, we ask that as you and
Mom watch over us that you will help
us to become five men which Mom will
be proud of.
This we ask in Jesus' name.
Amen.

Thomas Collins
On the drugs, I would like to tell you
that the older generations just cringe in
horror and hope to God their young
loved ones will be spared. I don't know
what to do about drugs, and it seems
nobody else does. We know they will
ruin you, we tell you that, and then we
hope.
The cop-out, which is your generation's phrase, seems more prevalent in
your crowd than in earlier ones. Somebody didn't tell somebody that things
are tough in life. In college, in starting a
career, in promoting it, in accumulating
money, in carving out a "territory" in
society.
I am not outraged by your generation,
Johnnie, and I'm not frightened by it.
Few of us are, really. My concern is
you—do you have the intelligence, and
the character, to hear the sound and
fury around you and then think things
out for yourself?
Sincerely,
Your Granddad

From the Patriot-News, Harrisburg, Pa. Used
by permission.
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Church News
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
An informal missionary rally was held
June 13, at Long's Cabjn near Mill Hall,
Pa., when Dr. Myron Stern and family,
now residing near Buffalo, New York,
showed a 45 minute film depicting the
work in Africa. The title of the film is
"With Brick and Scalpel at Mtshabezi
Hospital." Cedar Springs is Dr. Stern's
home church.
The Grantham Church reports a baptismal service June 14 for twelve^ The
following Sunday, June 21, a group of
twelve was received into church fellowship.
The Grantham congregation has given
a strong vote of confidence for initiating
the Dillsburg extension work. The original goal of $27,500 was received June 1.
This goal would not have been reached
if a certain teenager wouldn't have
placed $40 in the offering the preceding
Sunday. This work is that of purchasing
and redecorating a closed church in the
town of Dillsburg with Rev. Daniel
Hoover as pastor.
Oh June 7 the Hollowell Church
welcomed Dr. Alfred B. Smith, Dean of
Gospel Music. He sang in the morning
worship service. One of his compositions is "Surely Goodness and Mercy."
Rev. P. W. McBeth is the pastor.
The Marlyn Avenue Church in Baltimore, Md., received six new members
into its fellowship, May 31. Rev. Hubert
Stern is the pastor.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
On June 21 the Conoy Church sponsored a Peace Promotion Sunday with
Rev. Dale Singer and Dr. Ray Heisey as
speakers.
The Hummelstown Church had the
good fortune to receive as a gift a new
piano from an anonymous donor.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE
The Pleasant Hill Church reports: "We
have been greatly honored by the presence of Miss Susan Franc in our congregation. She is a devout Christian and a
member of the Lutheran Church. Her
interests are many. She is speaking and
reporting of her recent experiences in
San Francisco. We are indebted to Mr.
arid Mrs. Clayton Hershey in that Miss
Franc, who is serving in the Trainee
Program under MCC, is living with them
this past year."
The Sunday morning, June 14, speaker at the Nappanee Church was Dr. Dan
Chamberlain, Dean of Messiah College.
He and his family also ministered in
several hymns. On Sunday evening, June
21, Miss Hazel Compton shared experiences of her recent trip to India. While
there she visited her adopted son,
George. He is a young man of 16 years,
a high schooler, whom she supports.

The regular WMPC group of the Bertie
congregation met at the home of Mrs.
Lome Ruegg, May 5, with Mrs. Cora
Sider as guest speaker. Her subject was:
"Are We Useable?" On June 21 the
Jones Family, heard over radio WDCX
were welcomed to the Sunday evening
service.
The Massey Place Church, Saskatoon,
has a prayer request in their June 7
bulletin: "Let us remember to pray for
the changing of pastors. The Lofthouses
will be leaving the end of this month
and our new pastor, Rev. Jerry Zook
will be installed by the bishop, July
19."
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BIRTHS
Jumper: Zachary Keith, born June 8
to Mr. and Mrs. Ron Jumper, Carlisle
congregation, Pa.
Potteiger: Daniel J., born March 21 to
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Potteiger, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.

MIDWEST CONFERENCE
On June 14 the Abilene Church, was
host to the Rosebank and Zion Churches as David Carlson and wife presented
the work of Trans World Radio in
pictures and spoken word. The summer
VBS was held June 1-12, with 40
enrolled at the end of the first week.
The project was "Keep the.Jeeps Rolling" in India. The superintendent was
Mrs. Dale Bathurst.
The Dickinson County Brethren in
Christ Churches had their third annual
pulpit exchange May 24 with Pastor
Charles Norman filling the Zion pulpit;
Pastor John Hawbaker at Abilene; and
Pastor Glenn Hensel at Rosebank.
On Sunday evening, June 7, Mr. and
Mrs. J. C. Hoover showed slides and
spoke of their two-week trip to Nicaragua this past March. At the reorganizat i o n of t h e G e a r y - C l a y - D i c k i n s o n
County Holiness Association held in
May, Pastor John Hawbaker was elected
vice president for the 1970-71 year.

PACIFIC CONFERENCE
CANADIAN CONFERENCE

The only student to graduate summa
cum laude was Esther Dourte, from the
Lancaster congregation. She maintained
a perfect A average during four years of
college.
Magna cum laude graduates included
Glen Pierce (Dallas Center), Alice
French (Bethel in Michigan), and Paul
Heisey (Cross Roads).
Graduating cum laude were Floyd
Stoner (Bellevue Park), Martha Siegrist
(Manor), Benjamin Stoner (Morning
Hour), and Fred Helmuth (Nappanee).
Mark Charlton (Bertie) received special
honors in his major field of history.

The Redwood Country Church at
Grants Pass, Oregon, had a record breaking attendance on Mother's Day with
225 "packed" into the little church.
Work is in progress toward the completion of a new sanctuary. Rev. Amos
Buckwalter is the pastor. He has recently been elected as the administrative
officer of Southern Oregon association
of community churches.

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Nine Brethren in Christ students
graduated from Messiah College with
honors on May 23. They were part of a
class of 116.

WEDDINGS
Bair-Permar: Frances Permar, d. of
Mr. and Mrs. D. Roland Permar and
Charles Bair, Jr., of Waynesboro, Pa.,
May 10 with Rev. P. W. McBeth officiating.
Cordell-Shearer: Emily Marie, d. of
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Shearer and Daniel
Cordell, s. of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel
Cordell, Waynesboro, Pa., June 6 by
Rev. Merle Cordell, uncle of the groom,
assisted by Rev. Paul McBeth.
Heise-Hilker: Michele Hilker, d. of Mr.
and Mrs. Edwin Hilker, Edmonton,
Alberta, and Myron Heise, s. of Rev.
and Mrs. J. Allan Heise, Hamilton,
Ontario, May 29 in the Ridgemount
Brethren in Christ Church, Hamilton
with Rev. J. Allan Heise officiating.
Reed-High: Nancy Kay, d. of Mr. and
Mrs. Russell High, Waynesboro, Pa., and
Robert Reed, June 7 by Rev. Paul
McBeth with Rev. Marlin Ressler assisting.
Ziegler-Dohner: Linda Marie, d. of
Mr. and Mrs. David Dohner, Elizabethtown, Pa., and John Robert Ziegler, s.
of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ziegler, May 28
by Rev. B. T. McKinney, in the United
Methodist Church, Sparta, N. C.

OBITUARIES
Larisey: Mrs. Leila Larisey, Orlando,
Fla., born Sept. 4, 1880, passed away
April 18. She is survived by four daughters: Mrs. Ed. Swalm, Mrs. Elva Lee
Bay, Mrs. Walter Jennings, Mrs. Paul
Dinger, all of Orlando; one brother;
three sisters; fifteen grandchildren;
twenty-eight great grandchildren; and
several great great grandchildren. She
was a member of the Holden Park
Brethren in Christ Church. Funeral servEvangelical Visitor

ices were conducted from the Carey
Hand Chapel by Pastor Maurice Bender
with interment in Greenwood Cemetery.
Slaymaker: Carl Slaymaker, Sr., was
born July 30, 1943, died April 25. He
was the son of Robert Sr. and Beulah
Slaymaker of Orlando, Fla. He is also
survived by his wife, Evelyn; two sons:
Carl Jr. and Bert Adel; one daughter;
Gina Marie; also his grandmother; two
brothers; and two sisters, all of Orlando;
and his grandfather, Ben Gochnauer,
Millersville, Pa. Funeral services were
conducted at the Fairchild Funeral
Home by Rev. Maurice Bender. Interment was in the Greenwood Cemetery.

EUGENE HEIDLER
ORDAINED
The Sunday evening service, June 14,
was the occasion for the ordination of

Eugene Heidler to the Christian ministry. The service of ordination was conducted in the Cedar Grove Church by
Bishop Henry A. Ginder, bishop of
the Allegheny Conference, who also
preached the ordination sermon.
The Charge was given by Dr. C. N.
Hostetter, Jr. Others sharing in the
service were Rev. J. Milford Brubaker,
Rev. Ross Morningstar, and the Gospel
Gems Trio.
Mr. Heidler was born in Altoona, Pa.,
and grew up in the home of his grandfather, the late Rev. Herman G. Miller.
He was g r a d u a t e d from Messiah
Academy in 1954 and has completed
the course of study required by the
Ministerial Credentials Board of the
Brethren in Christ Church.
Mr. Heidler has been pastoring the
Cedar Grove Church neat Mifflintown,
Pa., since 1963. Prior to this he gave
three and a half years of Voluntary
Service to the church in Philadelphia.
He served as pastor at Ella, Ky., for one
year and at Hollsopple, Pa., for three
and a half years. He has served widely as
an evangelist for the Brethren in Christ
Church as well as other denominations.

Besides his pastoral duties, Rev. Heidler is youth director at Roxbury Camp
and chairman of the Allegheny Conference Commission on Youth. Locally, he
is a member of the Board of Administration of the Stone Mountain Village for
Boys (a boys' home near Lewistown,
Pa.).
He is married to the former Gwendolyn Smith who shares with her husband
in a gospel singing ministry. They have
one son, Eugene, Jr.

CHRISTIAN LIGHT BOOKSTORES
ADO SECOND CALIFORNIA STORE
The Christian Light Bookstores are now eight in number
with the purchase of the Gospel Supply House in Redlands,
California.
This store located thirty miles east of Upland at 314
Orange Street in Redlands, will provide two locations from
which to serve the California church and the San Bernardino Valley Christian community.
The first California store of the Christian Light Bookstore chain was opened in Upland at 343 North Second
Street in July, 1954 with Cletus Naylor as manager. In
1964 Stanley Long, the present manager, moved to
California with his family and became associated with the
store, becoming manager in 1966.
The Upland store has been enlarged and remodeled
several times during the sixteen years of its operation—the
most recent being in 1969. This modern and commodious
store has enjoyed the confidence of the larger Upland
community and is now second only to the Elizabethtown
store in volume of sales.
Mr. Long and his wife Anna Myrl, who is actively
associated with him in the store, are active in the Upland
Church and Sunday School. Stan has served as General
Superintendent of the Sunday School and as a member of
the Church Board. He is also active in area Sunday School
associations.
Both bookstores—Redlands and Upland—are under the
managership of Mr. Long with'Catherine Naylor operating
the Redlands store.

The prominent and well-stocked Bible department—Upland Christian Light Bookstore.

July 10, 1970

Catherine Naylor

Stanley Long

Between Brethren

Preaching with Faith
C. N. HOSTETTER, JR.

Two concerns press heavily on my heart as the
causes for lack of fruitage in our ministerial
work—particularly our pastoral service. The first of
these is the failure on the part of ministers to
recognize the scriptural priority of the place of
preaching and the second a lack of faith that
produces results.
First, the prevailing mood that discounts the
place of preaching has won some support among
us. As Methodist Bishop Gerald Kennedy says:
"One can read all kinds of nonsense about the day
of preaching being over." Kennedy also says: " I t is
apparent to anyone who thinks about the subject
that preaching is at a low ebb today." In contrast
to this attitude note what the Scriptures say.
."Jesus came preaching" as our challenging example. (Mk. 1:18) St. Paul says: "The preaching of
the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but
unto us which are saved it is the power of G o d " (I
Cor. 1:18). St. Paul also says, "I am ready to
preach the gospel," (Rom. 1:15) and "Woe is me if
I preach not the gospel" (I Cor. 9:16). To
Timothy, Paul wrote, " I charge thee, therefore . . .
preach the w o r d " (II Tim. 4:1-2). Our commission
as ministers is " t o preach the gospel"—"to preach
the Word," not to preach our religious notions or
individual opinions about the Word.
The responsibility of those preaching the gospel
or preaching the word is to make crystal clear what
Christ has done for us. Christ paid our penalty of
death. Christ "tasted death for every man"—the
second death. He went to hell in our place. But He
arose in triumph over sin, death and Satan. In His
ascension to the Father "He led captivity captive"
and on the day of Pentecost He poured out the
promised gift of the Holy Spirit.

Gospel preaching, or preaching of the Word
should also make crystal clear what Christ wants to
do in us. He wants to make us "new creatures in
Christ." Since Pentecost every born-again Christian
is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, but the Father and
the Son want us not only to have the Spirit, but to
be "filled with the Spirit" that we might faithfully
witness and fruitfully testify.
Furthermore, Paul preached in "demonstration
of the Spirit." The humility and meekness exemplified by our Lord and by the Apostle Paul is
essential to effective preaching. Conceit, pride and
egoism in the preacher make our preaching efforts
non-productive and unfruitful. My brethren, let us
humbly preach the glorious gospel.
Second, preaching must be supported by faith
that claims the promises of God. "Have the faith of
God" said Jesus in Mark 11:22. Jesus further says,
"Whosoever shall say unto this mountain, be thou
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall
not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those
things which he saith shall come to pass, he shall
have whatsoever he saith" (Mk. 11:23).
Christ not only wants to be our Savior and
Sanctifier, He wants to dispel our crippling doubts.
Brethren, let us confess our doubts, ask the Savior
for cleansing and believe God's promises. Command the mountain to be cast into the sea and " i f
we do not doubt" it shall come to pass.
Can we humbly use the authority that "Faith in
God" brings and order those mountains "into the
sea" that hinder the will of God for our congregation's progress? One of the nine graces designated
as "the fruit of the Spirit" is " f a i t h " (Gal. 5:22).
My brethren, let us use it.

